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For some time prior to the passage of Maineds Fr
state had been working toward establishing free high schools to supplement the various private academies
which charged tuition. Finally, in 1873 &iMaine Legislature passed a lavich authorized towns to establish
free high schools that offered secondary educational opportunity to all income levels at no charge, and as an
inducement, the state would pay the towns-loalé of ther expenseé.

! Edward Clayton Reynold3he Cape Elizabeth High School, A HistdPprtland, ME: Stevens & Jones Co., Publishers, 1892 ,-pp. 9
10.
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following year, a third term was Scarborough Historical Society

added in the Beech Ridge District.

Some high school students would board with nearby familiesdier to attend multiple terms in the three
locations.

FREE HIGH SCHOOLUNFORMATION IN 1877 TOWN REPORT

The town voted at the last annual meeting to establish Free High Schools in the Oak Hill and Dunstan district
and the committeaccordingly went through the necessary preliminaries and set the schools in operation. We

endeavored to have the terms at different times, so that scholars who chose to do so might attend both. After
some delay it was arranged to have the Oak Hill schotie fall[1876], and the one at Dunstan following it

in the winter{1877]. The services of Edmund Fogg, A.M., were engaged for the fall term, which began the firs
of October, and continued thirteen weeks. The number of scholars in attendance walidpo{We have no

data from which to give the exact attendance or the studies pursued.) A good degree of progress was made |
all, and though the attendance was small at the closing examination, it was evident that the term had been a
profitable one.

The winter term in the Dunstan district began the first of January, in charge of William G. Lord, A.M., an able
and experienced teacher. There was no delay atdimenencement. Fiftfive scholars, mostly large and well
advanced, were in attendance, andtégren was soon in full operation. It continued four weeks, teacher and
scholars seeming to vie with each other in activity and interest, when it became necessary on account of
contagious sickness thiscontinue the school for a time. After a vacation ofweeksit began again with

some diminution of the original number of scholars, and is now in successful progress. Mr. Lord is an educatt
in the broader sense of the word, and in spite of the discouraging circumstance of the prevalent sickness, ha:
made his a very valuable term of school.

The benefit of these schools comes largely from the education of teachers in them for the common schools, ¢
in this way the town reaps a direct and immediate advantage. We consider that the success of the free High
hools this year has been such as to warrant their continuance by the town, and we therefore recommend ft
that purpose on appropriation, the same as that of last year. We would particularly recommend that either the
municipal officers or school committbe allowed to locate the schools and direct when the terms shall begin.

If this be done, we believe that the High Schools will improve year after year, until they become of recognizec
necessity, and value to the town.

Payable to Edmund E. Fog@rfteaching High School at Oak Hill: $250
Superintending School Committee: Augustus F. Moulton, Granville McKenney, James F. Small



FREE HIGH SCHOOLUNFORMATION FROM 1878 TOWN REPORT 187778 SCHOOL YEAR.

The S. S. Committee and Selectmen together were last spring zadhoriocate the High Schools in such

places as in their judgment should be for the best interest of the town. After careful consideration they decide
upon three terms to beeld respectively at Beech Ridge, Dunstan and Oak Hill. It was feared that dividing the
schools into three parts would make the terms so short that they would be of little ptofie kesult has

shown that this was perhaps the best arrangement thabwd have made. We were fortunate in securing the
services of Wm. G. Lord, whose former school had given so great satisfaction. Mr. Lord has devoted himself
the school with untiring application. He is peculiarly fitted for teaching and succeeds iriawglan interest
among his pupils that amounts to enthusiasm. No one can deny that our Free High School the past year has
been of great value. One hundred eiglivg scholars in all have been registered in the three schools, of these
about one hundred enty-five were different pupils, showing that quite a large number have attended the three
terms in succession. The question for our consideration now seems to be, not whether it is best to continue t
High Schoolput where we can find room to accommadall the scholars who wish to attend. It eshust to

say that the great success of the past year is naistiio the untiringzeal and ability of the teacher, Mr. Lord.

We would suggest that the appropriation be increased somewhat if there arhiteebechools, so as to give
terms of about ten weeks each.
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From the Ephemera Collecion
Scarborough Historical Society

To W. G. Lord, teaching 7Hi:g 2%5d0ho Rle caeti vRudn Straom, @ h
DO for tuition: $16 Bal due from State: $125.
To William G. Lord, teaching High School at Beech Ridge: $166.67 & $383[88l due Lord $750.

Superintending School Committee: Augustus F. Moulton, Granville McKenney, James F. Small

Having a town high school was a cause for pride and celebration, and on Febraagp/28ch 1 1878,
examinations were held at Oak Hill and a prize declamatioroffaedat Dunsta. The printed program that is
part of the Scarborough Historical Societybs tow
each of the three school locations along withrtteacher, W.G. Lord.
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EXAMINATION,
Thursday. Feb. 28, and Friday, March 1,
NATURAL SOIENCE,

EISTEY.
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EMERY MOODY.
A, F. MOULTON,
JAMES F. SMALL,

GRANVILLE McKENNEY.

EILL.

sc}mnmn,
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ROBERT McLAUGHLIN,
GEORGE P SVITH,

YENING,

READING,
SPELLING,

Commitiee

by
Request.
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Committee,
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Wm. H. Chency.

| Eugene H. Libby.

1877.

1878.

N BREE g %

W. Q. LQ)BB, A. g.,} .'l'ne.omm.

WIENY EXTERED.
HIRCH RIDGH.

NANES.

~-

George Boothby. |
Levi Boothby.
George W, Butler.
Edwin B. Carter.
Wm. H. Carter.
Wendell Carter.
Chas. E. Cheney,
James E. Cheney.

John H. Jordan,
Frank Harmon,
Charles Holland.
Charles A. Libby.
Charles F. Eibby.
Daniel C. Libby.

John I, Libby.
Moulton C, Libby.
Wash. W. McKenney. |
Howard A, Milliken.
Chas, E. Meserve,
John A. Meserve.
Walter Meserve.
Chas. H. Mitchell.
Samuel L. Morse.
Isaac Morse,

Frank Moses.
Homce Moses,

Lewis Danks.

WHENE EXTERED,
DUNSTAN,
NAMES,

Tevi Boothby.

WHERE ENTERED.
OAK Il

Nlﬂll.

ank L. Boothby.
Herman J. Brown.

Frank L. lﬁlhby. Wi s Burpham.
George W. Butlee! Fadwin B. Carter.

Willie . Barnham.
Fdwin B. Carter,
Geo, W, Carter,
Simen B, Carter.
Wm. H. Cuarter.
Wendell Carter.

Chas, F, Cheney.
James E. Cheney.
Wm. H, Cheney.
Willie N, Fenderson.
Chas, H. Giles.
Willard H. Googins.
Fred. Grant.

Chas. E. Guptill.
Orin Guptill.

Frank Hannon.
Fugene H. Libby.
John T. Libby,
Moulton C. Libby.
Willie K. Lowe.
John McKenney.
Samue! K. Milliken,
Chas. H. Mitchell,
Horace Moses.

Win, I, Carter.
Joseph Foss,

Willie N. Fenderson.
Willie A. Gilman,
Charles H. Giles.
Willard H. Googins,
Nelson C. Harmon.
Richard S. Johnson,
Fred.-B. Leavitt,
Edward A, Libby.

| Eugene H Libby.
| Frank L. Libby.

Moulton C, Libby.
George B. Libby.
Chas. TT. Michell.
Horace Moses,
Alvin F. Moulton.
Fugene M. Morrison,
Fred. M, Newcomb,
Freedom Newcomb,
Wm. F. Pillsbury,
Elbridge S. Pillsbury.
Olin A. Patterson,
Chas. A, Sanbom.

Clara J. Libby,

Edna E. Libhy,

Carrie E. Foss,

’
Estella L. Foss,
Chas. A, Sanborn, - -

Charles . Giles.
Chas. H. Mitchell, -

Nellie C. Snow, -
Frank L, Libby.

Georgia A. Merrill, - -

Wm, F. Pillsbury,
Elmer . Wilson.

SINGING.

- - “Mary Garvin,"
SINGING.

SINGING.
- - ' Kathleen,” -

SINGING.

Elbridge G. Pillsbury, - - “ Spartacus.”

- - - "“The Ranger."

SINGING.

Prizs DECLAMATION,
ORDER OF EXERCISHS.

BY SCHOOL QUARFETTE.

- “The Witch's Davghter,”
- “Wit and Wisdom,”

SINGING.
“Lady Clare,” - - - - Teunyson.
Willie N. Fenderson, - - *“Barbara Frictchic.”
SINGING.
- - - “The Pipes of Lucknow.”

“The Rising of Vendee.”

- Wihittier.

- Whattier.,
- Syduey Smith.

- Wiittier.

- Whittier.

WHERE ENTERED.

BIHKCH RIDGHE.

NAMES.

WHERE E.};\'TERED.
DUNSTAN.

WHERE ENTERED.
OAX HIIL.

!

NAMES.

Elbridge 8. Pillsbury.
George M. Pillsbury.,

| Wm. T. Pillsburl\v'.

Sylvanus T, Ricker,
Harrg.-: Rounds.
George S, Scamman,
Marris B. Snow.

Nellie Bragdon,
Mary Bragdon.
Nellie M. Carter.
Carrie E. Foss.
Lizzie E. Foss.
Mary F. Foss.
Annie H. Hanson.
Susie F. ITuston.
Abbie E. Libby.
Edna E. Libby.
Kate McLaughlin, ¢
Sadie E. McTaughlin,
Georgia A. Mitchell.
Lvie J. Moses.

¢ Ina Moses.

Sarah A. Moses.
Annie lgl]sbury.
Marcia V. Pillshury.
Lizzie q Pillsbury,
Nellie S. Ricker.
Kate Temm.

Whole \ltcndmc( 185

| Average attendance, 61

_Harris B. Snow.

Alberta B. Snow.

Trank Moses.

James G. Moulton.
Alvin, F.‘Mn‘ubh.on.
Eugene M. Morrison,
W, F. Pillsbury.
Elbridge S. Pillsbury.
Clifford Richardson.
Geo. S. Scamman,
Frank Ti. Snow.

Gussie Banks.
Nellie E. Boothby.
Lottic F. Burnham. -
Annie Butler.
Nellie M. Carter.
Carrie E. Foss.
Estella L. Koss,
Tizzie E. Foss.
Mary F. Foss.

Tya A, Graffam.
Annie H, Hanson,
Edna E. Libby.
Georgia A. Merrill.
Alice J. Moulton.
Taitie A. Moulton.
Addie M. Moulton.
Evie ]. Moses.
Lizzie L, Pillsbury.
Lizzie S. Pillsbury,
Marcia V. Pillsbury,
Nellie S. Ricker.
Evie H. Rounds.
Fannie I.. Rounds.
Nellie C. Snow.
Emma T. Snow.

NAMES.
George S. Scamman.
Wm, Edward Seavey.
Robert B. Seavey:
Zenas 1., Seavey.
Fdwin E. Skillings.
Frank E. Snow.
Tarris B. Snow.
-Joseph B. Sturdev: ?nl
Charles F. Walker.

Elmer E. Wilson.

Gussie Banks.
Alice A, Brackett.
Carrie T, Foss.
Estella T.. Foss.
Lizzie E. Toss.
Mary T. Foss.
Annie H. Hanson.
Jennie A. Harmon.
Fdna E. Libby.
Clara J. Libby.
Mary L. Libby.
Minerva E. Libby.
Lillic H. ITunnewell.
Georgia S. Hurlburt.
Hattie B. Hurlburt.
Georgia A. Merrill,
Alice J. Moulton..
Hattie A. Moulton,
Addie M. Moulton.
Hattie J. Newcomb.
Nellie M. Plummer.
Ada L. Plummer.
Sadie M. Plummer.
Emma T.. Plummer.
Mary A. Seavey.

Nellie C. Snow.

Emma T. Snow.
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The three high school termsdéd | ocations were alte
Dunstan, and the spring term at Oak Hill. When the high school was in session, there were no common scho
held in that district.

During the Bech Ridge ternmn 1878 Edna Libby and Lizzie Pillsbury collected work of classmatgsitanto the
Scarboro High School Journdlhey called their venture the Beech Ridge Publishing Co.

One studerdt s
contributionto
the journal

FREEHIGH SCHOOLINFORMATION FROM 1879 TOWNREPORT- 18781879 SCHOOL YEAR

The High School has been in charge of the same teacher that gave so excellent satisfaction last @ear, W
Lord, A. M. The first term was held at Beech Ridge, the second at Dunstatheathird, which is now in
progressat Oak Hill. The interest of last year has continued unabated. About séwensgholars have
attended each of the two first terms and the average of attendance has been very high; we are not able to gi\
the exachttendance of the present term but it is large. While sdrtieedigher branches of learning are

taught in this school, attention is given chiefly to those most useful. The teacher labors to give a practical
training to the studies of all the classes. @@ number of scholars have been teaching a part of the year and
have shown in their schools the good results of their High School training. We congratulate the town upon
having such a good school established and would recommend an appropriation doitinsi@nce at least as
large as that of last year.
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Attendance at the Scarboro Free High School was not free fof-badvn residerd, as this receipt made out by
Town Treasurer Augustuds Moulton to Charles Gileshows Charles paid $4.00 fattending the Dunstan
term of the high school in 1877.
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From the Collections of Rodney Laughton

The state rescinded the Free High School Lavw8iffland after state money for high schools dried up, the
staus of the high school program in Scarborough for the next decade remains sketchy.

FREE HIGH SCHOOLNFORMATION IN 1880 TOWN REPORT

The Legislature of 1879 having suspended the Free High School act, the town has not maintained a High
School the past yedbeginning in the fall of 1879]Arrangements were made for a term to be supported by
private subscriptions, but the project failed for want of a suitable building in which to have the school.

A former student, Perley Libby, reported that in 18&&ster Lord of Limington was in charge of the high
school, so it appears therergoccasionahttemps to continte the high school program. In a number of town
warrants throughout the 1880s there were artgiledar tothe following:

To see if the Town will vote to establish a Free High School and raise money for the same.

Permanentigh school classes weresumedwithout interruptionin 1890,when a program was initiatedth
terms alternating between Dunstan and Oak Hill. At some pbidiassesvere held at the town hall in Oak
Hill.

When the Scarboro Free High School resumed claksesy the
1890-1891school year, students had to show a certain level of
academic proficiency in order to earn admission. Martha (Mattie)
passed her admission exam, and four yearssht®arned a diploma.

Scarborough, fRe., [f/w /??‘,4139/
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We have potograph® f t he schol ars who made ufpstperimanenhighu dent
school progrann the189061891school yearThis group of students participated in the fall term held at the
town hall in Oak Hill in 1890.

Scarborough Historical Society Collections



