
a great advance In tho price of all t im-
ber and al l  sorts of naval stores."

The contents o f  o n e  paper  com-
mences as  fol lows;

"Bath, Me., Dec. 11, 1801.
"An agreement between t h e  Mas -

ter, and  seamen o f  t h e  ' B r i g  Va-
lerius' "—the year  W i l l i a m  K i n g  pur-
chased her—, the captain being named
Robert Harding,  t h e  c rew consist ing
of a mate and six seamen.

Another as follows:
"Boston, Mass., Aug. 26, 1802.

"Ship 'Confidence' (s tanding i n  t he
name o f  Messrs. K i ng  and Porter,)  i n
account w i t h  Eben  L .  Boyd , "  whose
wife was a  sister to  W i l l i a m  King 's
wife. B o y d  was a  commission mer-
chant. T h e  name of  this vessel I  do
not find on  the B a t h  c u s t o m  house
list.

In 1806 an  insurance o f  $8,000 was
put upon  t h e  s h i p  " U n i t e d  States."
The premium was W O  for  a year.

In Cork ,  I reland, A p r i l  7 ,  1 8 0 7 ,
Messrs. Lecky  and Mark  wrote as fol-
lows:.

"We Wish to appraise our  American
friends tha t  b y  a  la te  regulat ion ou r
government seems determined t o  p u t
the navigation laws i n  fu l l  force w i t h
respect t o  neutrals br inging goods t o
this count ry  n o t  t he  actual  products
of the country t o  which they belong;
we therefore recommend o u r  f r iends
at your side not to ship any goods not
the ac tua l  products o f  t h e  U n i t e d
States, as such goods in future wi l l  not
be permit ted t o  en t r y,  b u t  m u s t  b e
bonded f o r  exportation."

"Norfolk, 'Va., Ap r i l  9, 1807.
'Your  schooner 'Eagle', Capt. Wood-

ward, ar r ived he re  t h i s  d a y  a f t e r  a
passage o f  th i r ty  days."

The n a m e  "Eag le "  I  d o  n o t  f i n d
on the Bath custom house l ist .

May 7,  1807 ,  s h i p  " V i g i l a n t , "
"drawing 121/2 feet  o f  w a t e r,  R o b e r t
Bosworth, Captain,  f r o m  Charleston,
S. C.," was piloted " f rom Point  L ines
through t h e  R o c k  Channel  i n t o  t h e
Port o f  Liverpool," f o r  which service
the s u m  o f  Z6.1I .3  was  paid.  T h e
l i t t le Well preserved paper containing
the record is now before me.

The name o f  "Vig i lan t "  as  we l l  as
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that o f  "Eag le"  I  do  no t  f ind  o n  the
Bath l ist .

From Baltimore, Md., Apr i l  28, 1807,
'William K i n g  was informed b y  Capt.
Robert Harding that fo r  $3,500 he had
sold at auction his ship, as she was too
large for the West India and too smal l
for t h e  European t rade,  b u t  C a p t .
Harding f a i l s  t o  disclose h e r  name.
The Captain continues: ' J  have set
my heart on the new ship, but  if she is
gone before m y  return home and you
should conclude to  bui ld another t ha t
wil l do,  I  t h i n k  a  ship o f  280 t o  300
tons o f  easy draught and an easy sail-
er t h a t  w i l l  take  800 bales o f  cotton,
and w i l l  not draw over 131/2 feet of wa-
ter, t he  best."

A l e t t e r  i n  W i Mani  K i n g ' s  o w n
hand, da ted  a t  Bath ,  N o v.  29,  1808,.
and addressed t o  M a t t h e w  Cobb o f  •
Portland reads as fol lows:

• " S i r :  T h e  ship owners i n  th is  quar-
ter of the Distr ic t  of Maine consider a
meeting of  those persons concerned in
commerce desirable a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r
the purpose o f  consult ing and advis-
ing as to  the best mode o f  explaining
to t h e  Government the  t rue  s i tuat ion
of our commercial interest in this sec-
tion o f  o u r  country.

"Such a proceeding is rendered more
necessary a t  t h i s  t i m e  o n  a c -
count o f  t h e  m a n y  proposit ions b e -
for congress, a n y  o n e  o f  w h i c h  i f
adopted cannot but  effect the persons
engaged i n  t h e  lumber  business ( i n
particular) v e r y  i n j u r i ous l y,  a s  t h e
business w i l l  nei ther pay the expense
of a  circuitous r o u t  t o  a  market  n o r
of a rming  i n  defense.

"As i t  is intended tha t  this meeting
shall n o t  be influenced b y  par ty  con-
siderations at  all, i t  has been proposed
that as many names f rom one o f  the
political part ies as the  other shall be
made use of in c a l l i n g  t h e  meeting,
which i s  suggested sha l l  b e  he ld  i n
Brunswick ear ly i n  December, and i t
has been proposed that  two gentlemen
at Portland, two at Kennehunk, two a t
Wiscasset, t w o  a t  Brunswick, t w o  a t
Topsham and  t w o  a t  B a t h  sha l l  b e
designated t o  c a l l  t h e  meeting, a n d
that t he  persons designated sha l l  b e
of d i f ferent  pol i t ica l  creeds a t  e a c h
place.

"Should you,  s i r,  and  y o u r  f r iends
think favoraoly o f  the proposed meet-
ing w i l l  you  permi t  your  name t o  bo



made use of for  the purpose of  notify-
ing the same wi th  others to be hereaf-
ter named?

"Please le t  me have your answer as
soon as convenient for should anything
be done o n  th is  l i ne  no  t i m e  should
be lost.

" I  am, s i r.  respectfully
Your Obedient Servant,

"Wi l l iam K i n g . "
The outcome o f  M r.  King's proposi-

tion a s  above indicated I  h a v e  n o
means o f  knowing.

From Portland, January 12, 1089, a
petition signed by a committee consist-
ing o f  seven of  the leading merchants
of the town was addressed to  Wi l l iam
King, which commences as fol lows:

"Sir :The undersigned i n  behalf
of themselves a n d  o t h e r s  b e g
leave t o  address you  u p o n  t h e
subject o f  t h e i r  misfortunes. Be-
ing involved in  difficulties and em-
barrassments f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y
cannot entertain the most, distant
hope o f  be ing extr icated w i thou t
the interference o f  the state Leg-
islature of  which your are a mem-
ber, i s  t h e  o n l y  a p o l o g y  f o r
troubling you."

The petitioners continue at consider-
able l e n g t h ,  a n d  m a k e  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s
known. They were ready to  surrender
every cent of  thei r  property, bu t  they
wished t o  re ta in  unincumbered t h e i r
credit, b u t  w h a t  act ion was  taken  I
cannot state.

A le t te r  dated a t  Liverpool Ju l y  7,
1809, informs Mr.  K i n g  that  his ships
"Vig i lant"  and "Hu ron "  a re  ready t o
sail for  Boston, and the "Reserve" and
"Reunion" w i l l  also sail soon, and "we
have p u t  u p  t h e  'Un i ted  States'  f o r
Norfolk ,Va."

I  have presented the fami ly connec-
tions o f  C a p t .  R .  K i n g  P o r t e r
(Richard K .  Por ter )  a n d  stated t h a t
he was  a  nephew o f  W i l l i a m  K i n g .

I have stated also that  in  1806 Capt.
Porter was  i n  command o f  t h e  b r i g
named "Huron , "  and t h a t  i n  1.811 he
was I n  command o f  t he  sh ip  named
"United States." I n  1 8 0 6  h e  w a s

152

twenty-two years of  age, and there was
indeed a n  a i r  of  smartness about h im
at that time. g e  made repairs on his
uncle's vessels when i n  foreign coun-
tries tha t  his uncle would no t  i n  th is
which gave h i s  unc le  n o  l i t t l e  vexa-
tion of spir i t  on account of expense in-
curred. B e f o r e  m e  a re  t w e n t y  l e t -
ters he  wrote beginning Feb. 8,  1807,
and f i f ty-seven l e t t e r s  w r i t e n  a n d
other documen ts  prepared b y  D r .
Aaron P o r t e r ,  h i s  f a t h e r ,  ,  be -
tween the  dates o f  June 23, 1799, a t
Biddeford, and Sept. 5, 1832, a t  Port-
land.

In one the doctor states t ha t  he i s
the administrator  o n  h i s  father 's  es-
tate at  Boxford, Mass., which tends t o
show t h e  loca t ion  o f  h i s  n a t i v e
town,

Jan. 22, 1813, a f te r  t he  doctor  had
moved f r o m  Biddeford to  Port land he
made f o r  W i l l i a m  K ing ,  f r o m  w h o m
he was  expect ing pecuniary a id ,  a n
inventory o f  h is  estate "as estimated
in January o f  1811," as fol lows:
" In Biddeford, l o t ,  bui ld ing,

f ru i t  t rees  a n d  t w o  acres
of land, $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

" F a r m ,  2 5 0  a c r e s ,  (a,  1 0 ,  2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0
"House a n d  l o t  b y  Max-

well's, 1 , 5 0 0 . 0 0
"Nursery trees a n d  c h a i s e

house, 5 0 0 . 0 0
"Ship yard, 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
"Carpenter's h o u s e  a n d

land, 4 0 0 . 0 0
"Wm. P e r k i n s '  h o u s e  and

lot, 5 0 0 . 0 0
"Stephen Perkins, 2 0 0 . 0 0
"Smith house and garden, 4 0 0 . 0 0
"Three acres sa l t  marsh, 5 0 . 0 0
"Twenty dogs i n  two s a w

mills o n  S a c o  F a l l s ,
@ $100, 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

$10,050.00"
Then fo l lows a  l ong  l i s t  o f  f a rms

and bu i ld ings  l o c a t e d  i n  d i f f e ren t
places, including a half  of the Boxford,
Mass., farm,  estimated a t  $3,000, and
debts due  h i m ,  a m o u n t i n g  t o  a  t o t a l  o f
$85,964.00.

He then  shows i n  deta i l  t h a t  i n
1811, before the  w a r  commenced, h i s



rents amounted to  $1,150 i n  Biddeford
and h is  ha l f  o f  the Boxford fa rm $200
more, b u t  i n  1813, i n  consequence o f
the w a r  there  w a s  genera l  pover ty,
and h e  was  circumscribed o n  eve ry
side, no t  being able to  col lect a  cent
from h i s  practice, o r  se l l  a  s q u a r e
foot o f  fa rm land.

Capt. James Ol iver  wr i tes  W i l l i a m
King f r o m  Liverpool  J u l y  8, 1809, as
follows:

" I  have had t h r e e  men run  away
from the ship and one f a l l  f rom the
main top yard.

"On t h e  morning o f  Ju l y  4  a l l  t h e
American ships i n  th is  por t  displayed
their colors, and a b o u t  one o'clock in
the afternoon a  mob hauled them a l l
down, tore, carried away and dragged
many of  them i n  the streets. L u c k i -
ly  n o  Amer ican made any  resistance
or there would have been murder com-
mitted. I n  t h e  evening t h e  m a y o r
called ou t  h is  forces and cleared t h e
streets of the rioters."

On March 16, 1 8 1 0 ,  C a p t .  Porter
wrote:

-We  have had a very severe gale of
wind, a n d  i  l a s t e d  f o u r  d a y s .
About t h i r t y  sa i l  o f  v e s s e l s  were
driven on shore which is in  possession
of the French and a l l  w e r e  burned.
There w e r e  e i g h t  Amer icans among
them, the  only one belonging to  Ken-
nebec was t h e  ship named 'Common-
er,' belonging to Hal lowel l ,  Capt. Col-
bourn. S h e  was b u r n t

(Signed) R .  K ing  Porter."
Again Capt. Porter writes W i l l i a m

King as  fol lows:
"Cadiz, Feb 'y  4,  1810.

"Sir:  I t  is now eighteen days since
we ar r i ved  a t  t h i s  por t ,  t w e l v e  o f
which we were i n  quarantine. H a v e
not yet began to discharge. Everything
is i n  such a f luctuating state i t  is im-
possible t o  d o  a n y  business. T h e
people are  so alarmed a t  the  reports
that the French army is on the march
to a t t a c k  t h i s  p lace t h a t  there  i s
nothing doing b u t  p r e p a r i n g  fo r  a
siege. E v e r y  l ighter is in  the employ
of the government transporting troops,
provisions, etc.  T h e r e  a re  a t  least
twenty sail of American vessels in  the
same s i tuat ion  a s  m y  own.  M a n y
that have been unloaded ten days can

From a  le t ter  dated C a d i z ,  Feb 'y
24, 1811, f rom the same to the same as
the preceding, I  h a v e  m a d e  a  con-
densed extract,  as  fo l lows:

" I  have been here thirty-seven days
and only a th i rd  of  my cargo has been
discharged. Government has purchas-
ed al l  the provisions i n  the place and
so kept al l  the l ighters employed. The
French army has possession of  a l l  the
country a b o u t  here,  a n d  h a v e  com-
mand o f  the r iver.  T h e  army is only
some three miles off—nothing but  the
Bay o f  Cadiz separates us. T h e  a r -
my is said to  be strong and every day
increasing. K i n g  Joseph h a s  been
down and taken a  peep o f  the  situa-
tion. The place has been strongly for-
tified since I  have been here, and may
now be defended forever, i f  the inhabi-
tants w i l l  consent t o  be cu t  o ff  f r om
the count ry  w h i c h  appears doubtfu l .
As there is a strong English and Span-
ish f leet h e r e  there  i s  n o  danger  a t
present. T h e r e  are now reports that
Napoleon i s  advancing w i t h  powerfu l
reinforcements, s o  t h i n k  I  s h a l l  g e t
a good f r e i g h t

"Please inform my  brothers in  Bath
that you have heard f rom me, i f  yot i
receive th is.
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get neither salt for a c a r g o  o r  any-
thing fo r  ballast. T h e  few last  clays
we have  repor ts  t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e
French army has advanced wi th in  thir-
ty miles o f  th is  c i ty,  bu t  I  t h i nk  I t  i s
a hundred away. T h e r e  are a  great
many Engl ish  m e r c h a n t s  here  and
have large stocks o f  goods o n  hand,
which they  w a n t  t o  ge t  away,  b u t
there are not  vessels enough to  carry
what they wan t  t o  ge t  off.

"Your nephew,
"R. King Porter."

"R- K ing  Porter."
The vessel i t  appears f r o m  fu r ther

correspondence go t  away safely w i t h
a cargo o f  s a l t

From Demerara, Aug. 8, 1810, Capt.
John Lane wr i tes :

" I  a r r i ve  here  a f t e r  a  passage o f
forty-seven days. S o l d  m y  cows f o r
72 dollars and took pay in rum and mo-
lasses. S i x t y  head o f  cows ar r i ved
before me and s o l d  f o r  64 dollars
each."

"Savannah, Jan. 10, 1811.
"The s h i p  'Un i ted  States '  h a s  a r -

rived here .  S e v e r a l  f re igh ts  h a v e
been offered b u t  noth ing t h a t  meets



the approbation of Capt. Porter. T h e
great number  o f  Eng l i sh  sh ips  he ro
and the i r  extreme anxiety to get  away
before the f irst o f  February has caused
the p r i ce  o f  t imber  t o  advance t o
the enormous sum o f  $121/4 p e r  1,000
feet and even a t  th is  pr ice i s  scarce.
I fee l  no  anxiety f o r  the  sh ip  o n  ac-
count o f  f re ight,  as  B r i t i s h  vessels
wil l n o t  b e  admi t ted a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t
of February, Americans w i l l  be want-
ed. I t  i s  settled t h a t  the  exist ing
law does  n o t  p reven t  t h e  c lea r ing
for Great  B r i ta in  a f t e r  t h a t  per iod."

Thus wri tes as above a  commission
merchant at  that  place.

Under date of March 4, 1811, a t  Liv-
erpool one of Wi l l iam King's captains,
whose s i g n a t u r e  I  cannot d e c i p h e r
writes h im as follows:

" I  arr ived at  th is place af ter  a disa-
greeable passage o f  f i f t y  d a y s  a n d
the loss of  a man and a boat. There is
more o r  less fai lures hero every day,
and I  candidly believe i f  the non-Inter-
course l a w  is carried out str ict ly,  Eng-
land must  comply w i th  our  terms, f o r
the merchants w i l l  a l l  fa i l  together. I
should advise every American who has
property here  t o  make sure o f  i t  as
fast as possible. T h e r e  are now only
two or three persons whose credits are
good." •

A commission merchant at Liverpool
March 9, 1811, informed Wi l l i am K ing
of t h e  ar r i va l  t he re  o f  " y o u r  sh ip
'Reserve,' b u t  o n  aconnt  o f  t h e  en-
forcement o f  the 'orders i n  chambers'
cannot state whether or  not I  can pro-
cure a  r e t u r n  f r e i g h t  f o r  h e r . "
He then expresses the hope that  t h e
"Ann"  and "Reunion," two o f  Wi l l i am
King's vessels then  i n  por t ,  " m a y  be
allowed t o  land the i r  cargoes."

A f e w  days l a te r  another shipping
merchant sends o u t  a  c i rcu la r  l e t t e r
from the same place, to  h is  American
friends, a n  extract o f  which reads as
follows:

"Our G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a t  last
taken i n t o  consideration t he  d is -
tressed state o f  t h e  commercial
Part o f  this country, and we have
great pleasure i n  stat ing,  a  b i l l
has j u s t  p a s s e d  P a r l i a m e n t ,
granting s i x  mi l l i ons  s ter l ing  t o
be distr ibuted a m o n g s t  t h o s e
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Houses w h o  m a y  requ i re  ass is t -
fame. T h i s  l iberal  grant  w i l l  be
of t h e  greatest service t o  t h e
country, and i n  a very short  t ime
we shal l  u n d o u b t e d l y  see confi-
dence restored and t rade assume
its fo rmer  v igor. "

On March 1.8, 1811, Henry Dearborn,
(a w e l l  known character i n  h istory) ,
then col lector o f  the  p o r t  o f  Boston,
Mass., w r o t e  W i l l i a m  K i n g  as  f o l -
lows:

"Dear S i r :  I  have been informed
that the re  a r e  t w o  respectable m e n
who w i l l ,  i f  required, t es t i f y  t h a t  a
large par t  o f  the cargo of  your vessel
was taken on  board a f te r  the  second
of February; o f  course i t  w i l l  become
necessary for  m e  t o  seize the ves-
sel.

"Yours wi th  esteem,
H. Dearborn."

-rro Hon .  'Wi l l iam K i n g . "
This is  the man who dominated' the

Federal par ty  o f  Massachusetts,whose
son-in-law, Joshua Wingate, Jr. ,  want-
ed the  office o f  governor o f  Maine i n
.1821 and again i n  1822, o r  the father-
in-law wanted i t  for  him as the fami ly
of Dearborns held about a l l  the  mon-
ied offices o f  t h e  state. I t  w i l l  b e
remembered that  I  have noticed Josh-
ua Wingate, Jr. ,  and may  have occa-
sion t o  do  so  again;  a n d  i n  passing

want to say there was the same love
displayed seventy-five and  a  hundred
years ago for office as now, o r  t he  evi-
dences o f  a  desire t o  succeed i n  t he
attempt was f a r  more desperate then
than n o w,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  p o l i t i c a l
bossism t h e n  a s  now,  and  t h e  ch ie f
in t h i s  reg ion w a s  W i l i a m  K i n g  a s
early as 1811,--many facts to  establsh
the truthfulness of  the assertion being
before me, only one of  which I  can use,
as fol lows:

Abiel 'Wood, J r. ,  banker,  pol i t ic ian
and largest  ship owner  o f  h is  region
of country,  who  was the  grandfather
to Joseph Wood ,  Esq. ,  o f  Por t land,
editor o f  the "Maine Coast Cottager,"
under date of Wiscasset, July 31, 1811,
loses a  pol i t ical  l e t t e r  t o  W i l l i am



King as fol lows: " T h e r e  should b e
more offices o r  less office seekers."

The extracts here presented,  a n d
many more  I  m i g h t  present, f u rn i sh
conclusive proof  o f  t he  di ff icul ty and
hazard o f  doing a mercanti le business
during t h e  " e m b a r g o " ,  "non- in ter -
course," "orders i n  counci l "  and dur -
ing the t ime the war of 1812 to  '15 was
on. M u c h  was l e f t  to  the  discretion
of commanders o f  v e s s e l s ,  many o f
whom were  v e r y  i l l i t e r a t e .  T h e
wisest under  such a  t r y i ng  condit ion
of unsettlement, l a w s  a n d  edicts
made hasti ly, were liable to error.

Maine was largely interested i n  the
ship bu i ld ing  indus t ry,  hav ing  t h e
men to construct, and material for use,
near at  hand and men to serve as sail-
ors. W i l l i a m  K ing 's  experiences were
the experiences o f  the general publ ic.

I t  was January 25, 1795, when t h e
petition o f  W i l l i am  K i n g ,  D r .  Benja-
min James Por te r,  w h o  w a s  h i s
brother-in-law, and  eighteen o t h e r s
for a  b r idge  o v e r  t h e  Androscoggin
river a t  Brunswick, was approved by
the state legislature. T h e  act  states
that t h e  st ructure m u s t  b e  " twen ty -
eight feet  -wide, beginning a t  the mi l l ,
called t h e  Noyes' m i l l ,  i n  Brunswick,
thence running to  the  middle rock o f
the r iver,  and f r o m  said r o c k  t o  t h e
great rock, so called, below the great
mil l  a t  Topsham." T h e  proprietors
were t o  col lect  t o l l  o f  a l l  patrons, a
list o f  amounts t o  be collected accom-
panying the act  o f  incorporation.

I h a v e  al luded t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
Wil l iam K i n g  was chosen a t  an open
town meeting a t  Bath, w i t h  o t h e r s ,
soon a f te r  h is  locat ion there, t o  pro-
cure a  gospel minister.

A s ta te  legislat ive a c t  •establishing
the Congregational ,  society was ap-
proved Feb rua ry  13 ,  1801. I  f i n d
but t h r e e  names u p o n  t h e  pet i t ion,
Bummer Sewall being the first. T h e
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name o f  W i l l i a m  K i n g  does n o t  ap-
pear.

A B E L L FOR, BATH.
Part o f  a bt.siness let ter  under date

of November 10, 1805, wr i t ten  a t  Bos-
ton, Mass., by Messrs. Frazier, Savage
& Co.—Frazier be ing a  b r o t h e r  t o
Mr. King's wife—reads as follows:

" I f  Capt .  Spr inger  does n o t
sail before t o m o r r o w  w e  sha l l
send down a  Bel l  f o r  the meeting
house, the weight of which is 1000
pounds. A  larger  one could no t
be obtained under  t h r e e  o r  four
weeks, b u t  w e  have agreed w i t h
Mr_ (Paul) Revere that  i f  the bell
(altho' a  good ton 'd  one)  should
not m e e t  y o u r  wishes, h e  m u s t
receive i t  back again, a n d  cast
a larger  one b y  you r  paying t he
expense o f  the same."

"The f i r s t  b e l l  f o r  Ba th , "  t h e  h is-
tory o f  the town states, on page 469,
"was placed upon t h e  Nor th  church,
and i s  now i n  use on Ci ty  Ha l l . "  The
bell shipped to Mr.  K ing  is more than
probable t h e  one t o  wh ich  t he  Ba th
historian alludes, and  lacks a  couple
of years of being a century in age.,

THE B AT H  ACADEMY.
March 16, 1805, the  state legislative

act incoporating t h e  Bath academy
was approved b y  the governor. T h e
names o f  Wi l l i am K i n g  and Dr.  Ben-
jamin Jones Po r te r  o f  Topsham ap-
pear w i t h  others. A  condi t ion was
that $3,000 should be  raised b y  sub-
scription, then the  state would appro-
priate a half  township of  land—a tract
"three miles square."

The " Ye a r  Book"  o f  1831, page 77,
states t h a t  t he  Ba th  academy had a
land grant  consisting o f  11,500 acres,
and the  Female academy o f  the same
place, incorporated i n  1308, h a d  a n -
other of the same size.

Wil l iam K ing  was a  member o f  the
Massachusetts State legislature when
the boys' Ba th  academy was incorpo-
rated. A  l e t t e r  addressed t o  h i m
reads a s  fo l lows :



Bath, Feb'y  21, 1805.
"Wi l l iam K ing ,  Esq.

"Dear S i r -  Y o u r  ship sai led t h i s
day. I  l e f t  her abrest o f  M r.  Cobb's
mills, unde r  who le  s a i l  a n d  a  good
wind. C l a p p ' s  wen t  on Sunday; •the
tide was n o t  ve ry  favorable and t h e
Charterer having no confidence i n  the
Pilot ( L u n t ) ,  I  w e n t  down w i t h  h e r
myself. I t  was extremely cold.

"Col. Small has sent you the petit ion
for the (Bath)  Academy. I t  went on
Monday last. I  really hope i t  w i l l  ob-
tain a  handsome allowance f r om  t h e
Government. Y o u  m a y  w i t h  safe ty
pledge t h a t  t h e  subscript ion h e r e -
abouts w i l l  amount  t o  abou t  $3,000.
Here I n  Bath  $1,000 w i l l  be  received
and i n  Georgetown and -Woolwich the
inhabitants are very fond of  the move-
ment, and  w i l l  s t ra in  every nerve t o
accomplish the ob jec t

" I  am, Dr.  Sir, your
"Ob't serv't,

"Peleg Ta l lman. "
"N. B. I  th ink i f  you were to wr i te

a subscript ion paper  y o u  m i g h t  g e t
considerable among your members.

P. T. "
Peleg Ta l lman was  a  s e a  captain,

who became one o f  t h e  largest  sh ip
owners o f  the region, who dabbled i n
politics, being an ardent Republican—
Democrat

Another le t ter  a d d r e s s e d  t o  Hon.
Wil l iam King,October 9, 1818,"or to the
Trustees o f  the Ba th  A c a d e m y, "  b y
the two gentlemen residing a t  Water-
TIIle, having in  charge the Bath acad-
emy land  grants, reads as fo l lows:

' We  have just returned f rom a v is i t
to the Dead r iver and regret extremely
to i n fo rm you  t h a t  t h e  t imber  there
seems vast ly d i fferent  than  i t  d i d  a t
our former visit. B o t h  in  quality and
quantity i t  fa l ls  e x c e e d i n g l y  s h o r t
Of about  f o r t y  t rees c u t  b y  t h e  ap-
praisers and  o u r  m e n ,  m a n y  o f
them, t h e  f a i r es t  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e
picked, not  one proved sound, most o f
them being rot ten bo th  top  and  bot-
tom. Though the land Is marked ' f i rs t
quality' by the surveyors, we feel con-
ndent w e  saw n o t  over  t w o  hundred
sound trees."

'Respectfully your  ob't serv'ts,
"Asa R e d  I ngton,
"Nath. G i lman. "

AS A  MANUFACTURER.
From Bath, November 30, 1809, a let-

"Sir :  A t  the  request o f  Dr.  Porter,
(Benjamin Jones Porter) I  have been
to Wiscasset t o  see Si las Lee,  Esq.,
(a lawyer there) t o  learn i f  he w o u l d
like t o  t a k e  a  p a r t  w i t h  u s  i n  t h e
Cotton Business, as  the re  a r e  about
seven o r  e ight  shares n o t  ye t  taken.
He w ish 'd  me  t o  leave the  Subscrip-
tion paper with h im unt i l  next Sunday
and i n  the meantime he would see his
friends i n  Wiscasset and endeavor t o
get i t  completed. H e  w i l l  be at  your
house o n  h i s  w a y  t o  Por t land n e x t
Monday and leave i t  w i t h  you, and I
wil l  ca l l  f o r  i t  on Tuesday. I  was
obliged to stay at  Mr.  Joseph Day's a t
the F e r r y  l a s t  n i gh t ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e
river being so f u l l  o f  Ice, and as  he
could not make change for my expense
I l e f t  i t  unpaid. I f  he should cal l  on
you before Tuesday I  w i l l  thank you
to p e r m i t  M r .  Emerson ( M r .  K i n g ' s
clerk) t o  pay h im the sum due, which
Is n inety  cents f o r  myself  and horse.

"Yours most Respectfully,
"Jas. S. Simmons."

Following the preceding, next  in  or-
der o f  the material  before me, i s  m y
memoranda o f  the  s ta te  l e g i s l a t i v e
act o f  incorporat ion o f  t h e  "Bruns-
wick Cotton Manufacturing 'company,"
March 4, 1809.

The bui lding erected, which was on
the Brunswick side o f  the fal ls o f  the
Androscoggin r iver,  a t  that  place w a s
a wooden three story structure, where
yarn only was manufactured f rom raw
cotton fo r  hand looms when w e a v i n g
was a  home industry, but  according to
tradition the enterprise was not  a suc-
cess i n  a l l  respects, and the company
was reorganized, and an a p p l i c a t i o n
made to the state legislature for a new
charter, w h i c h  w a s  granted a n d  ap- •
proved b y  t h e  governor  October 24,
1812, t h e  corporat ion a d o p t i n g  t h e
name o f  the "Maine Cotton and Woolen
Factory C o m p a n y. "  T h e  p e r s o n s
named In the act were Jonathan Page,
Robert Eastman, Samuel Page, James
Jones, Daniel Stone, ,Naham Haughton,
David C. Magoon and John B.  Swan-
ton, t h e  name o f  W i l l i am  K ing,  f o r
a wonder, not  appearing, bu t  the new
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ter was sent Wi l l i am King, t ha t  read
as follows:



company agreed to exchange wi th  h im
a ha l f  share i n  t h e  new f o r  a  whole
share i n  the old corporation.

In addi t ion t o  t h e  le t te r  presented
In the foregoing, here is another dated
at Brunswick,  J u l y  10 ,  1 8 0 9 — f o u r
months after the one I  have presented,
as fol lows:

"To  Gen. Wi l l i am K ing :
"The Second assessment o f  320 Dol-

lars on  your shares i n  the  Brunswick
Cotton Manufactory w i l l  become due
on the  20th instant.

"Yours respectfully,
"Wm. Stanwood,

"Treasurer o f  B .  C.  M . "
"P. S. A  former  assessment of  80

Dollars o n  y o u r  shares remains  u n -
paid."

The next letter I  f ind is addressed to
"Hon. Wi l l iam King, Merchant, Bath,"
and reads as fol lows:

"At  a n  adjourned meet ing  o f  t h e
Stock holders o f  t h e  Brunswick  Cot-
ton Manufactory  a t  Stoddard's I n n ,
Oct. 6 ,  1813—

"Voted—That t h i s  meeting be ad-
journed t o  m e e t  a t  t h i s
place on  Monday the 18th
inst. a t  eleven O'clock be-
fore noon.

Nath. Poor, Clerk."
"Sir: Above  Is a  vote o f  the  Stock

holders o f  the  B .  C.  M .  a t  the i r  l as t
meeting.

"Wi th  considerations m o s t
respectful, your ob't  humble

, serv t ,
Nan.. Poor. "

The following is a  characteristic le t
ter o f  Wi l l iam K ing  ,in his own hand.
"Mr. Robinson" t o  whom reference is
made be low  w a s  Thomas D .  Rob in-
son, M r.  K ing 's  bank cashier and po-
lit ical l ieutenant. T h e  name o f  t h e
person to- whom addressed, t he  le t te r
does not  disclose.

"Bath, March 23, 1814.
• " S i r :  M r.  Robinson observes that  he
has repeatedly not i f ied  y o u  t o  p a y
the note given on account o f  the Fac-
tory.

" I  a m  confident unless more atten-
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Lion Is paid to  th is  b u s i n e s s  tha t  no
note w i l l  ever pass a t  th is  13ank w i th
your name upon i t—and further,  I  am
confident tha t  no one ever ought to.—
A n o t e  was  handed t o  t h e  Directors
the las t  discount day t o  take up your
old one, and the ten per  cent has no t
been paid. t h i n k  the Directors w i l l
take up the business th is  day and no
doubt t h e y  shou ld  o r d e r  t h e  no te
to be  sued, and  I  can on l y  say they
will n o t  do  t h e i r  d u t y  u n l e s s  t h e y
do.

"Yours,
Wi l l iam K i n g . "

"Brunswick, August  30,- 1815.
"I, t h e  subscriber, h e r e b y  cer t i f y

that Wi l l iam King has this day bought
at pub l i c  Auc t ion  One Share  i n  t h e
Brunswick Cotton Manufactory,  num-
bered f i f ty-nine, f o r  t h i r t y - o n e  dol -
lars end f i f t y  cents.

"Samuel Davis,  Treasurer. "

• " B r u n s w i c k ,  Jan. 12, 1817.
"Received o f  W i l l i am  K i n g  Eleven

hundred and twenty Dollars in  fu l l  for
an assossment on  t h i r t y - t w o  shares
in t h e  Brunswick  Cot ton  Manufacto-
ry." [ T h e  whole number was s i x t y
and h i s  numbers a r e  g iven i n  t h e
receipt.] " S a i d  assessment l a i d  Oc t .
2d, last . "

"Sarni. Davis—Treas."
I t  appears b y  p u b l i c  records t h a t

Wil l iam K ing  sold, i n  1821, h is  th i r ty-
seven shares, wh ich  was the  control-
ing part, t o  the  " M a i n e  Cotton and
Woolen Factory  Company," f o r  $3,-
740.

The last  notice served on 'Mr. K i n g
reads as  fol lows:

"Brunswick, A u g .  10, 1824.
"Sir :  Y o u  are hereby notified, t ha t

there w i l l  be a Statute Meeting of  the
Proprietors o f  t h e  Maine Cot ton and
Woolen Fac to ry  Company, holden a t
their counting room i n  Brunswick, 011
the Tuesday preceding the Wednesday
Df September next ,  a t  10  o 'c lock A .

for t he  choice o f  officers f o r  t he
ansuing yea r ;  a l s o  t o  t ransact  a n y
ether business t ha t  may legal ly come
before the meeting.

"By order o f  the Directors o f
said Company,

"A Bourne,
Clerk o f  the  Maine Cotton and Wool-

en Factory Company.:"



"GREAT F I R E  I N  BRUNSWICK. "
(Portland Argus, Dec. 16, 1825.)

"An ext ra  sheet f r o m  the  Hera ld
office a t  Brunswick  o f  Tuesday l a s t
gives the fol lowing account," w h i c h
was copied by the Argus:

"Thursday evening, Dec .  1 3 ,  a t
ekefen o 'c lock  a .  in . ,  t h e  f i r e  b r o k e
out. I t  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  Cotton and
Woolen m i l l ,  a n d  i n  t w o  hou rs  t h e
whole square f r o m  t h e  fac to ry  t o
Demerits on the c o r n e r  o f  M i l l  street
was prostrate.  T h e  who le  number
ot bui ldings burned w e r e  twenty-six,
consisting of  two factories, f ive dwel l-
ing houseS occupied b y  eleven fami -
lies, t w o  stores, t w o  saw  mi l l s ,  one
grist mi l l ,  and a  number o f  mechanic
shops. B a t h  was applied t o  f o r  as-
sistance. T h e  m e r c u r y  was thirteen
degrees be low zero. T h e  loss w a s
$100,000."

I a m  unable t o  f ind a  f i le  o f  t h e
"Brunswick Hera ld . "  I t  w a s  s h o r t
lived.

Of i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  o f  W i l l i a m
King*s loss i n  part icular,  I  have a t
present no means of  knowing, but  the
mills were rebuil t ,  and are  now  i n  a
flourishing condition though the water
privilege is  not  hal f  util ized, which les
of t he  cascade order,  i t s  appearance
at t imes being o f  a  sublime nature.
And another  th ing  t h a t  excites won-
derment—is, what  i nduced  t h e  t w o
young men, Messrs. K i ng  and Porter,
to buy  into the privi lege and a t tempt
such a n  immense s t ruc tu re  a s  t h e
toll-bridge must  have been!

LAND SPECULATIONS.
Some two miles f rom Bath W i l l i am

King owned a t ract  o f  land called the
-Rock House Farm,"  wh ich  h e  cu l t i -
vated to  quite an extent  T h e  or ig in
of t h e  f a r m  house, made  o f  stones,
or cause o f  i t s  construction, i s  con-
jectural. I  have been quite near but
never close to  i t .  O n e  tradi t ion i s
that the house was constructed b y  a
club o f  Engl ishmen f o r  a  shooting
gallery, but another and the more rea-
sonable I s  t h a t  i t  was  erected a s  a
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place o f  refuge during the w a r  o f
1812-15, should the town fall into the
bands o f  the English. B u t  I  w i l l  not
dwell o n  t h e  mat te r  and  pass o n  t o
take u p  ano the r  m a t t e r  equa l l y  a s
difficult t o  comprehend, as  fol lows:

"Know a l l  M e n  b y  these presents
that I, W.  K ing  of Bath, in the County
of Lincoln, Esquire: hereby constitute
and a p p o i n t  J a m e s  Wh i te  o f  Dor-
chester i n  t h e  County  o f  N o r f o l k ,
Esq., [ n o  s ta te  named] m y  at torney
for me and i n  m y  name t o  surrender
to the  Treasurer o f  the New England
Mississippi Land Company, ten o f  the
Scrip or Certificates o f  the Trustees of
said Company, numbered f rom 1083 to
1092, both inclusive, f o r  ten  thousand
acres each amounting in  the whole to
one hundred thousand acres o f  Land,
with f u l l  power  and author i ty  t o  re-
ceive i n  l ieu thereof a l l  the Dividends
of the United States S t o c k ,  c a l l e d
Mississippi Stock, wh ich  may  be due
thereon conformably t o  the decree o f
the Commissioners o f  t h e  Uni ted
States and t h e  sett lement o f  t he  a f -
fairs o f  the Company by  the Directors
thereof, sanctioned b y  sa id  Company
with power  also t o  g ive  release and
discharge t o  s a i d  Treasurer,  w h i c h
may be necessary and usual *

" I n  witness whereof* *
this tenth day o f  June, 1816.

"W.  King."  •
"Signed, sealed and
delivered in  presence of

M. J.  F.  -Wingate,
W. R.  Porter? '

The document is i n  the hand o f  Mr.
King. H e  seems t o  have  h a d  b u t
l i t t le use for lawyers, doctors or minis-
ters.

Whether o r  not  -William K ing  origi-
nated the idea of his becoming a great
land propr ie tor  o r  s imply  came i n t o
a movement w i t h  t he  object  i n  v iew
as a second does not, appear sufficiently
plain f rom the data at hand fo r  me to
state definitely n o r  does the  date ap-
pear when he and Messrs. Moses Carle-
ton and Abiel Wood, "both of Wiscasset
in the  County o f  Lincoln; Samuel Da-
na, o f  Groton, County  o f  Middlesex,
and Commonwealth o f  Massachusetts,
Esquires, and Wi l l iam King of Bath, in
said County of  Lincoln, Esquire," pur-



chased "No. 3 Range  I, Bingham's pur-
chase," located in what is now Franklin
county, ' this state, twenty miles nor th -
erly o f  Farmington, compris ing ter r i -
torially what is now known as the town
of

KINGFIELD

and, perhaps, a  par t  of  Lexington and
Concord, as  M r .  K i n g  owned la te r  a
large a m o u n t  o f  land i n  these t w o
towns, t h e  three towns compris ing a
line running East and West.

The four were business men of large
practical experience.

1—Moses Car le ton,  Esq . ,  w a s  a
lawyer a t  Wiscasset. H e  died there
in 1857, a g e d  90 years; h i s  w i f e
died t h e r e  a  year be fo re ,  aged 93
years.

2—Hon. A b i e l  W o o d  h a s  been
briefly noticed. He was born in  Wis-
casset, a  son o f  Ab ie l  Wood,  w h o
was a  Brigadier General, l l t h  D i v.
le t  Br ig.  o f  Me. M i l i t i a .  Ab ie l ,  Sr. ,
died March 1st, 1814, aged 54. Abie l
Jr., w a s  a  Federalist, represented
Wiscasset i n  t h e  Mass. Gem Cour t
in 1807-11-16. He was opposed to the
war o f  1812-15 and was sent to  the
U. S .  House o f  Representatives i n
consequence in 1813, where he served
one t e r m .  H e  was cashier. of t he
Wiscasset bank, owning a t  one t ime
over $20,000 in  stock. He was a dele-
gate t o  the convention tha t  drafted
the State Constitution, i n  1819, and
was appointed by Gov. Wi l l iam K ing
as one of  his councillors. H e  was a
bank commissioner ,and died a t  Bel-
fast whi le  on  an  off icial v i s i t ,  Oct .
25, 1834, aged 62  years.  ( A n o t h e r
record says Nov. S).

His resident.% then unoccupied,
was pointed ou t  to  me last  year  a t
Wiscasset.

3—Samuel Dana was born i n  Gro-
ten, Mass., June 26, 1767. His  fa ther
was Rev. Samuel Dana of that  town,
a l iberal  Congregational clergyman,
but m e e t i n g  w i th  trouble g r o w i n g
out of  his views relat ive to the war
of the Revolution he qui t  the pulpit,
studied law and became a  lawyer.

Samuel, Jr., became a  lawyer also,
and had a  large practice i n  Groton
and vicinity.  Samuel Emerson Smith
who became Governor o f  Maine, i n
1831, was a  l a w  student  o f  h i s  i n
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1813, a s  w a s  L u t h e r  F i t c h  o f  t h e
Portland Municipal  court.

Samuel Dana, Jr. ,  held many offi-
ces. He was Chief Justice of the Cir-
eult court  o f  h is  d is t r i c t  f rom 1811
ti l l  1820; a  member of the Mass. Leg-'
islature, b o t h  h o u s e  a n d  senate,
Member o f  Congress i n  1814, Presi-
dential Elector  i n  1820, and died a t
Charlestown, Mass., Nov. 20, 1835, to
which place he  had removed, a f te r
the death o f  his w i fe  which was the
year before, on May 11, there having
appeared in  the last years of  his l i fe
a lack of  fixedness of  purpose in  his
business transactions.
Thus the associates of  Wi l l iam K ing

at the commencement o f  t h e  settle-
ment o f  t h e  i n l a n d  t r a c t  o f
land t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  w h i c h
have alluded, but  the following, which
is a copy of a n  in terest ing  original let-
ter before me sheds additional l ight up-
on the nature and history of  one of the
number associated wi th  Mr.  K ing:
• " B o s t o n ,  Mass., Ju ly  15, 1811.

"My Dr.  S i r—I  was sorry t ha t  your
affairs required you to leave this place
so soon a f te r  t h e  Legislature rose. I
wanted one whole  day w i t h  you  f ree
from interruptions. I  w ish I  could re-
frain f r o m  reviewing t h e  expressions
of a  sentiment w i th  which I  have too
often t roubled you, namely:  m y  o w n
future prospects as  t o  property. I  do
not represent myself  to  you as an in-
digent o r  dependent man,  f a r  other-
wise, b u t  y e t ,  l ook ing  fo rward ,  b e -
holding around m e  a  w i f e  who  f r o m
the dispar i ty  i n  our  ages i s  l i ke ly  t o
survive me ,  s i x  ch i ldren t o  w h o m
have g iven  existence and  m u s t  pro-
vide f o r,  besides t h e  pleasure wh ich
results f rom the contemplation, tha t
may be in a  situation when I  need not
labor for my daily bread, is not ( in  my
mind) a  small care.

"Could I  be dismissed from a l l  pub-
lic employment Sc, l e f t  to  w o r k  exclu-
sively f o r  mysel f  s ix  years, I  believe
that I  should not fear for a future sub-
sistence; but  I am now told (excuse the
vanity o f  t he  suggestion o f ten made
to me) t h a t  I  must  go in to the newly
created Court  or  i t  w i l l  w i ther  &  die,
or pass in to  the hands o f  Federalists.
I f  this is so, surely, as much as I  may
relent, I  ought  t o  go upon the  Bench
in w h i c h  c a s e  m y  year ly  earnings
from a l l  sources would not  exceed $2,-
000.



"This day I  have received f rom Mr.
Gray, [Hon.  Wi l l i am Gray, one o f  the
rich m e n  o f  Mass., and  tw i ce  L ieu t -
Governor] as chairman of the commit-
tee a  commun ica t ion  addressed t o
Messrs. Bond, Tut t le ,  Bridge, ya rnum
and myse l f  author iz ing us  t o  obta in
subscriptions to the State Bank to the
amount of  6200,000. You w i l l  probably
have a similar one, but not having seen
my associates I  do not  know what is to
be done. Why I  address you is to learn
whether I  cannot in an honorable, hon-
est &  correct manner derive some per-
sonal benefi t  f r om  i t  o r  i n  some way
make some money from the Bank. And
I now ask your advice &  direction. You
wil l  no t  t h ink  i t  more than I  have a
right to  claim f r om  ou r  long &  I  can
say v e r y  sincere and  fe rven t  fr iend-
ship. You must be as part icular as you
may deem nececssary f o r  m y  under-
standing. And  g ive  me  an  answer as
soon as your leisure wi l l  permit.

"As y o u  a r e  i n  week ly  rece ip t  o f
newspapers f rom this place you know
all the news I  have. Accounts f rom al l
narts o f  the  commonwealth g i ve  t he
Legislature a most excellent character.

* *
"With the l iMiest  regard,

" I  remain yes .
"Samuel Dana."

The t o w n  o f  K ingf ie ld  i s  5 x 7
miles square. Through i t ,  f r om Nor th
to South, runs the Carrabasset r iver, a
stream o f  rap id  mov ing  water,  suft i-
dent  i n  quant i ty to  supply power f o r
twenty mil ls. The  forests a t  the  t ime
of settlement were o f  rock maple and
other hard wood trees—of sof t  wood,
mostly spruce and hemlock. Along the
river the soil was good, but  back from
the r i ve r  i t  was sandy and unproduc-
tive, t he  norther ly  p a r t  mountainous.

The settlers were adventurers wi th-
out money. T h e  f i rs t  one  r  cannot
name.

Mr. K i n g  seems t o  have  been t h e
"head center "  i n  t h e  enterprise. H e
held t h e  "power  o f  at torney."  Bonds
for l and  t i t les  were g iven and notes
received, t h e  pr ice agreed upon  was
from f i f ty cents to two dollars per acre,
time for payment, five years, payments
quarterly wi th interest.

Before m e  a re  t en  o f  t he  or ig inal
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bonds, signed and dated at"Kingsf le ld"
in 1315. When the f i rs t  set t ler  located
I cannot say. T h e  "State Yea r  Book"
states the town was settled about 1806,
and w a s  Incorporated Jan. 21, 1816,
when the letter "a"  was le f t  out of the
name. Nathaniel Dudley seems to have
been M r.  K ing 's  f i r s t  agent.  Some o f
Mr. King's letters t o  M r.  Dudley w i t h
two sketches o f  Mr.  K i n g  are printed
in the "Maine Historical and Genealog-
ical Recorder," Vol. 1, pages 95 to 106.
The f i r s t  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  K i n g
is d a t e d ,  B a t h ,  F e b r u a r y  21, 1813,
at wh ich  t ime  Mr.  Dudley was bui ld-
ing a  mi l l .

Under date o f  March 18, 1816, M r.
King wr i tes  h i s  agent  a  l e t t e r  f r o m
which I  he re  present  a n  extract,  a s
follows:

" I  cannot re f ra in  f r om  stat ing t o
you t he  satisfaction I  fee l  i n  com-
mon w i t h  the Republican-Democrats
generally a t  the very great changes
which h a v e  t aken  p l a c e  s ince I
last saw you.

"Vermont commenced b y  a  thor -
ough change o f  men.  N e w  Hamp-
shire has now followed her example;
i t  can t ru ly  be said tha t  Federalism
falls i n  the  same proportion as the
country rises. A s  there  i s  not ,  per-
haps, a  nat ion i n  t h e  wor ld  a t  t he
present day that has a higher stand-
ing t h a n  o u r  o w n  a m o n g  t h e
nations o f  the earth, w e  are, there-
fore, to conclude that we are to have
very l i t t l e  m o r e  opposit ion f r o m
Federalism af ter  the  present year."
October 15, 1815, Joseph Knapp re-

ceived a bond for  the "easterly hal f  o f
lot No. 2, in  the sixth Range of Lots in
said Kingsfield,for Knapp's promissory
notes fo r  6100, t o  be paid i n  quarterly
yearly payments within five years w i th
interest"

September 30th, 1819, Joseph Knapp
conveyed his t i t le  for  a  "valuable con-
sideration" to  Rufus K .  J. Porter,  son
of Dr. Benjamin Jones Porter, hence a
nepl•ew o '  Wi l l iam King.

I t  was October l l t h ,  1817, tha t  Wi l -
liam K ing  informed Nathaniel Dudley,



his agent a t  K i n g f i e l d ,  t h a t  h i s
nephew, Rufus K .  J .  Por te r  o f  Tops-
ham, intended to  e n g a g e  i n  farming
and was about to  start  for  the wilder-
ness of Kingfield fo r  the purpose of se-
lecting land,  and t hen  added: " A s
he is very l i t t le  a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  the
business of  clearing wi ld land, I  th ink,
if you can obtain the improvements o f
a good piece reasonably, i t  would b e
better for  him than to take a t ract  en-
tirely new. A  fa rm on the intervale
would be, I  think, most l ikely to please
him. I  w ish you would look around
with M r.  Por ter  and so l e t  me know
what improvements can be had and a t
what price."

Rufus K.  J. Porter w a s ,  i n  1817,
when h e  wen t  t o  Kingf ield,  e ighteen
years and one month o f  age. W h e n
Joseph Knapp conveyed h i s  land and
Improvements to  him, f o r  " a  valuable
consideration," he was nineteen years
and eleven days o f  age. I n  1820, he
was united i n  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  Miss
Ruth, daughter o f  Joseph and Eunice
(Carver) Knapp .  F o r  t h e  h a l f  l o t ,
located about  a  m i l e  wester ly o f  t he
village, improvements, and a story and
half house, which was b u r n e d  some
years since, W i l l i a m  K i n g  paid Jo-
seph Knapp $500.

In addit ion to  the cares o f  his own
farm, young Mr. Porter seems to have
been in the employ, as an agent, of  his
uncle, W i l l i am K ing ,  and besides, he
purchased the improvements on other
tracts of land. W i t h  his uncle he had
a long account who charged h im,  Oc-
tober 25, 1825--

"For 100 merino sheep, (0 $10, $1,000
"For 50 merino lambs, @ $5, 250
"For 60 mixed, @ $5, 300

$1,550

The sheep raising branch of farming
there does not seem, from the data be-
fore me, t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  success.
Great results were expected f rom the
merino breed, so  much so  t h a t  such
men as Hon. Samuel Dana engaged in
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the enterprise, b u t  only to  meet w i t h
disappointment and loss.

Before me are several o f  young Mr.
Porter's letters addressed t o  his uncle
at B a t h  a n d  marked  "Free"---signed
"Rufus IC J. Porter, P.  M.," and forty-
seven f rom o ther  persons residing i n
Kingfield, together  w i t h  a  f e w  f r o m
Anson and Lexington, the earliest dat-
ed 1815, the latest, 1834, f rom which I
propose t o  present a  few gleanings—
the who le ,  i f  t h e y  could be printed,
would be  interest ing reading f o r  t h e
residents of  that region, i f  not the gen- -
eral public.

"Kingfield, Oct. 18, 1815."
I t  appears t h a t  a t  th is  date a  m i l l

bad been bu i l t  on the stream passing
through l o t  "No. 3 i n  the Th i rd  range
of lots," when the lo t  was conveyed to
Solomon Stanley, Esq., w i t h  a  ha l f  o f
the m i l l  pr iv i lege,  reserv ing f o r  t h e
proprietors the other hal f  and "a l l  the
necessary accommodations o n  t h e
shores on  each side the Fal ls fo r  m i l l
conveniences, w i t h  t h e  necessary
road ways to  the mi l l , "  fo r  the sum of
$100, $25 o f  which amount to  be paid
each year with interest.

" K i n g f i e l d ,  D e c .  28,  1.816.
( F r o m  W i l l i a m  K i n g ' s  a g e n t . )

"Agreeab le  t o  y o u r  d i r e c t i o n s ,  I
h a y )  a t t e n d e d  t o  y o u r  bus iness  a n d
have taken notes o f  s e t t l e r s  t o  the
amount o f  $2,200, wh i ch  w i l l  be  fo r -
warded the  f i r s t  opportuni ty.  T h e r e
are six or  seven more I  have not seen.

"Esquire Stanley, o r  as  some te rm
him, 'our Smuggled J u s t i c e ' — a  term
for w h i c h  I  cannot account—says he
'cannot sell his claim on the mi l l  privi-
lege t o  advantage w i t h  y o u r  restr ic-
tions, b u t  the inhabitants o f  the town
generally w a n t  y o u  t o  adhere to
them.'

"Nathaniel Dudley."
"Kingfield, A p r i l  26, 1817.

"To  Wi l l iam King, Esq.
"Necessity ca l l s  l oud  f o r  y o u r  a t -

tention. Y o u r  neglect in  sending the
balance o f  y o u r  t a x  ($38.32) has
caused me t r o u b l e .  T h e  t o w n  o f
Kingfield i s  labor ing under many em-
barrassments which must be remedied.
Our circumstances, on account o f  un-
foreseen expenses, as a town, are very



distressing, and  m u s t  s o  rema in  t i l l
after the harvest.

*"Simeon Knapp, Collector."
"November 4, 1819.

"I am d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  receiving
money so I  cannot pay Esquire Stanley
the $350 as  I  agreed t o  a t  th is  t i m e
for t he  m i l l ,  unless I  ge t  assistance,
therefore I make this statement to you,
as you have a  l a r g e  interest i n  the
town, and now own the one half.

"The pr ice was $500. I  had $150,
which I  paid over, and have repaired
the mi l l .  P e r h a p s  you can t h i n k  o f
something t h a t  w i l l  answer t he  ve ry
thing I  have mentioned.

"Thomas But ler."
September 11, 1819.

Thomas Fi l lebrown, blacksmith, f o r
$130 transferred his claim to a certain
lot of land located on the westerly side
of 'Seven mi le  brook,' i n  Kingfield, t o
Esquire Stanley,  L u t h e r  Hathaway
and Tr i s t ram Norton,  which,  i n  1822,
went to  Wi l l iam K i n g  fo r  a "valuable
consideration."

"Kingfield, Apr.  10, 1822.
(Young Mr.  Porter  to  Wm. King.)
"Dear Uncle: T h e  saw m i l l  i s  now

doing business and g o e s  r e m a r k a b l y
well, b u t  there i s  an  unaccountable
want o f  calculation i n  Stanley's man-
agement. I  c a l l e d  on  h i m  several
times and named to h im the necessity
of t he  mi l l ' s  be ing employed and  h e
has of ten stated t h a t  he  would com-
mence sawing i n  a  f e w  days. T h e
mill, however, has done b u t  a  v e r y
l i t t le t i l l  wi th in a  few days. H a l f  o f
the logs m igh t  now have been sawed
but seven-eights r e m a i n  un touched.
The saw from Bath would not  answer
the purpose so got  one f rom Anson.

"There are a t  the mi l l  250 pine logs
besides numberless spruce a n d  hem-
lock, nearly one hundred o f  which be-
long t o  me.

"The grist-mil l  remains in  the same
condition as when you were here las t
fall.

" I  wrote you that about eighty acres
of trees h a d  b e e n  felled and go t  i n
readiness for fire, and I  had discharged
the bands.

" I  f i nd  d i f f i cu l ty  i n  obta in ing seed
—hay-seed i n  par t icu lar,  a n d  shou ld
more trees be felled, the diff iculty w i l l
he increased. T h e  trees adjoining the
felled piece, should the fire get  among
them, would cost  more to  prepare f o r
the f i re ,  as  t he  underbrush would b e
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burned as wel l  as t h e  hol low trees,
and, when  fe l led,  t h e  f i r e  w o u l d  g o
through the  ground again.

"Hay-seed i s  s o  scarce t h a t  I  a m
obliged to promise cash for  400 pounds
at ten  cents p e r  pound. I  a m  now
employed i n  ge t t i ng  out. fence s t u f f
to secure the  sheep b u t  shal l . com-
mence soon i n  j e r k i n g  i n  t h e  fe l led
trees.

"The sheep a r e  not doing well in
consequence o f  being kept  too c lose ,
and too many i n  a  flock.

"The cotton cloth you name i s  i n
good demand, and i f  y o u  c o u l d  s e n d
some cheap broadcloth t w e n t y  p e r
cent could be made i n  paying o f f  the
help here.

"I am in  need o f  t w o  hogsheads of
salt, two  quintle o f  fish, a  ha l f  barrel
of molasses and an  ox-cart. I f  you
can send a l l  t o  Waterv i l le  I  can  g o
there fo r  them. I  want  fo r  the  saw-
mil l  about for ty  pounds o f  board nai ls
and the same amount o f  shingle nails.

"Your nephew, •
"Rufus K.  J. Porter."

"Kingfield, J u l y  24, 1822.
" I  shalt be unable to make arrange-

ments w i t h  a l l  t h e  set t lers respect-
ing thei r  crops. I f  y o u  a r e  here
three weeks before the corn is dispos-
ed of  you can manage matters as you
please.

" I  sowed on the burn 23 bushels o f
wheat, 3 o f  rye, 10 o f  oats, planted 80
bushels o f  pota toes,  (seed ends) 2
bushels o f  corn and one of beans.

" I  shall need an advance o f  $100 to
pay off  the help.

"The carding m a c h i n e  d o e s  v e r y  •
well, and Mr.  L i t t le  is  very wel l  satis-
fied wi th  the situation.

"Your Nephew, -
"Rufus K.  J. Porter."

Before me,  n e x t  i n  o r d e r ,  i s  a n  -
agreement, s igned M a y  28, 1823, be-
tween Wi l l iam K ing  and Nathaniel B.
Chadbourn, i n  the original w r i t i ng  by_
which i t  appears t h a t  Wi l l i am K i n g
agreed to  "erect a  B a r k  House, and
prepare t he  necessary p i t s ,  w i t h  a
Bark Mi l l ,  i n  a  suitable place w i t h i n
the To w n  o f  Kingfield, a n d  advance
$600 f o r  hides towards stock ing t h e
yard." M r .  K i n g  w a s  t o  have  s i x
per cent f o r  t h e  investment,  C h a d -
bourn to  do al l  the work, and the two
to divide profits.



Esquire Stanley i s  now heard f rom
as fol lows: •

"Oct. 21, 1823.
" I f  agreeable to  you I  would l i ke  to

take the  Mi l ls  again. I  am aware
have some b i t t e r  enem ies  i n  t o w n
who wish to drive me out of the mil ls,
and even out  o f  the town. I  know
have done t h e  bes t  I  could  f o r  t h e
mills and fo r  y o u r  H o n o r.  I  know
persons have complained t o  you, and
have said they  w o u l d  h a v e  s a w e d
nights, bu t  I  have fe l t  i t  no t  f o r  our
interest t o  pay  one do l la r  p e r  n i g h t
for men no t  accustomed t o  the  work.

"Concerning the  money I  owe you,
I th ink  i f  you could know the benefit i t
would be  t o  m e  i n  tak ing  me ou t  o f
bondage and sett ing me free i t  would
give you r  Honor  g r e a t  sat is fac t ion,
and place me under great obligations
to you. I  ask not for a  g i f t  only that
you make an  extended credi t .

—nits f r o m  y o u r  v e r y  humble  ser-
vant, S o l o m o n  Stanley."

"Jan. 11, 1825.
"Mr.  Chadbourn i n f o r m s  m e  y o u .

wish to  contract w i th  some person t o
get 5000 ra i l s  and  1000 cedar posts,
that you may fence the Wing farm.

" I  have c u t  and cleared a  road t o
and through a large cedar swamp tha t
lays o n  t h e  nor thwest  s ide o f  y o u r
lot i n  the n e a r e s t  d i r e c t i o n  to  the
Mills, where there i s  c e d a r  enough.
Chadbourn says you w i l l  a l low on the
land rent. I  suppose you want a good
five r a i l  fence and w i l l  pay  f o r  t h e
same by  the rod when completed.
cut the  trees clean as I  go  and then
select the best. I f  you can assist me
to a  yoke o f  cat t le i t  w o u l d  b e  o f
great advantage to  me. I  have good
keeping fo r  them.

"Your Ob ' t  Servant,
"Edmund Dudley."

"P. S .  Y o u r  clover mi l l  w i l l  com-
mence running tomorrow."

Upon March 17, 1825, Esquire Stan-
ley again writes. Wi l l iam King,  al lud-
ing to his creditors' demands, and then
engages i n  a  sor t  o f  religious exhor-
tation quoting certain passages o f  the
Bible relative to riches and the loss o f
souls i n  consequence o f  ob ta i n i ng
great fortunes, and closes thus: "N .  CB.
Be pleased to forgive my boldness."

"Solomon Stanley."
"Kingfield, Sept .  24, 1827.

"Dear U n c l e — T h e  s a w  and g r i s t
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mil l  are doing about the same as last
year. Mr.  L i t t l e  says 'be shall have as
much wool  t o  card as he  can handle
the p r e s e n t  s e a s o n . '  M r .  C h a d -
bourn i s  a t t e n d i n g  t o  h i s  t a n -
ning b u s i n e s s  a n d  w i l l  f i n i s h
some o f  h is  upper leather soon. I  ex-
pect to f inish clearing the dry land i n
my cut-down th is  fa l l ;  t h e  remainder,
which is wet, next spring.

"Affectionately, your  Nephew,
"Rufus K .  J .  Porter. "

"Kingfield, Nov.  28, 1828.
"Mr. Bradbury arr ived a t  this place

on the thirteenth. He le f t  the lame ox
at New Sharon. I  a m  sorry  t h a t  you
did not send up a better team; there is
not more than one yoke f i t  for  logging.

" L e m u e l  B a r t l e t t . "

"Kingfield, March 25, 1829.
" I  go t  th rough w o r k  i u  the  woods

the l a s t  day  o f  February.  T h e  snow
got so  deep i t  was  n o t  profitable t o
stay longer.

"We g o t  i n  1137 l o g s  w h i c h  w i l l
snake 606,039 feet of boards. Your  team
arrived here the 17th inst. The snow is
now as deep as any t ime this winter.

"I  called on Mr. Brooks according to
your directions and he  said 'he could
not ge t  the  money. '  I  then  cal led on
Esquire Stanley and  he  said 'he  had
made arrangements w i t h  Esq. Nor ton
to pay the note sometime this season.'
So I  d id not  get  any money o f  either,
therefore I  must borrow some to  meet
expenses.

" L e m u e l  B a r t l e t t . "

"Kingfield, March 14, 1829.
"When you were last  here a t  King-

field you w i l l  r e c o l l e c t  I  gave you
some account how your  business had
been managed.

"Now, a s  respects t h e  proposit ion
you made me to  stop on your  place,
wil l inform you that I  would be pleased
to stay i f  I  could do i t  w i th  safety to
myself, but  I  f ind myself  and property
continually harrassed f rom a  most in-
veterate enemy w h o  regards ne i ther
principle nor the law. You know some-
thineb of the in jury I  have suffered, and
it is becoming worse and worse. A few
days since my youn-b horse was taken
in the night t ime and a l l  the hair  was
sheared f rom his  neck and tai l .  Wha t
Will b e  done nex t  I  cannot te l l .

" I f  you do not  come up soon I  wish
you t o  w r i t e  m e  w h a t  business y o u
want me to attend to, for Mr.  P. is pre-
tending tha t  he  had orders f rom you
to manage your affairs.



" I f  you wish me to put up a  barn on
the fa rm as we talked las t  fa l l  I  wish
to know i t  so I  may get the frame be-
fore the snow is  gone."

"Abraham Smi th . "
"Kingfield, Nov.  30, 1829.

" I  t h i n k  s ix  shi l l ings per  day fo r  a
man to survey lumber high wages, but
i f  you cannot get  one less i t  must  be
paid.

" I  have been to  Farmington and pur-
chased 1800 lbs of pork and 70 bushels
of corn a t  six shill ings per bushel, but
can get  no more a t  these prices. As
am obliged to  pay money fo r  our sup-
plies I  wish you to send me $50. I f  the
weather should hold cold we shall go to
tha woods next week.

"Lemuel Ba r t l e t t . "
Kingfield, Jan. 18, 1830.

"Your lumbering business a t  Spruce
stream i s  l i ve ly  and a  success. Yo u r
neat stock is i n  good order and w i th -
out loss of  cattle, o r  sheep. I t  is very
probable you w i l l  have hay enough too
for your stock.

"Edmund Dudley."
"Kingfield, February 20, 1830.

"Your  teams a t  Spruce st ream are
to leave camp in  one week f rom today
by o rde r  o f  Co l .  B e r r y,  y o u r  agent .
They say they  have cleared t h e  lo ts
there.

"One of  your oxen came to his death
in t h e  supply t e a m ,  wh ich  Bradley
drove, b y  eating t o o  much proyinder
at one of the camps.

"The stock under my  care is  wel l—
no deaths or sickness among the sheep,
thus f a r  t h i s  season.  Yo u r  Mer ino
sheep a t  Otis' began to die off  s o m e
time ago, and ' t i s  said they  are very
poor In flesh. When I  wr i te  you again

shall give you a  more part icular  ac-
-count o f  To m  Ot i s  and  h i s  manage-
ment in regard to your stock and farm
he occupies i f  you wish it .

"Mr.  Webster wants t o  k n o w  w h a t
you w i l l  do  w i t h  h i m  about  t h e  tan-
ning business as soon as possible.

"Edmund Dudley."
"Kingfield, June 30, 1830.

"Your  d i rec t ions  a b o u t ,  t h e  hides
came to  hand du ly  and the team was
sent according to  directions. •

"The wool  was as  fo l lows:  M e r i n o
and common, 540 lbs., 80 lbs. of  which
I received f rom Otis. O f  the common,
about 200 lbs ,  mak ing  f o u r  packets,
sent. to Augusta by team. I  have three
black fleeces and 17 pounds pulled wool
which I  can get  worked a t  the halves.
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"Your h e m p  seed I  received a n d
prepared s i x  acres o f  tho  best t i l lage
land and sowed i n  dr i l ls  i n  due order,
but unfortunately the seed has proved
to be  poor, o r  damaged, so no t  more
than one in  f i f ty came up. When I  dis-
covered the trouble I  seeded the  land
to oats.

"The Po r te r  f a r m  I s  n o t  y e t  d i s -
posed of. I  have sowed five or six bush-
els of  wheat there and nine bushels o f
oats, and planted an  acre o f  potatoes
and repaired the fences. The prospect
there for  hay is slim, the fields having
been grazed so severely i n  the spring
the last  few years. Otis le f t  there the
10th o f  May.  I  presume you have no t
heard o f  h is  keeping t h e  products o f
the place and pretending the place did
not raise anything, that fie did not keep
the bui ld ings i n  repa i r  and  t h a t  h e
converted t h e  fence s tu ff  t o  h is  own
use, etc., etc.

"Your  receipts f rom the Granary, by
me put  up, is  133 bushels f o r  t he  log-
ging concern and some before I  was
employed.

"To  b o a r d s  s a w e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
La,ne's account, n inety thousand.

"One-fourth o f  al l  t he  to l l  f rom the
clover mi l l  is six hundred pounds.

"Mr. Chipman, who is  engaged here
for you by  the month a t  present, w i l l
take t he  Por te r  f a rm  a t  halves, pro-
vided you w i l l  make some repairs on
the buildings. H e  w i l l  take 100 or  150
of t he  sheep and a  half-dozen o f  the
cows, a  y o k e  o f  o x e n ,  s o m e
of t h e  f a r m i n g  t o o l s ,  p a y  ha l f
of t h e  t a x e s ,  etc., according to the
custom here. He  has a fami ly  and ap-
pears to  be a s t e a d y  and fa i r  minded
person.

" I  w i l l  i n fo rm you tha t  I  have p u t
a man on my place at the halves and I
have moved to the mills, so devote my
whole t ime  t o  you r  interest, w i t h  as
much economy as I  a m  capable.

"For labor I  am payine•b one ha l f  i n
grain and the other ha l f  to  go on the
interest account of land purchases.

"Breadstuff f r o m  the  mi l l ,  t he  pro-
duct o f  t h e  cows, and  w h a t  can  b e
gathered f r o m  t h e  f ields w i l l  g o  f a r
towards boarding the farm help.

"Edmund Dudley."

-Kingfield, June 30.
" I  have gone on w i th  your business

according to your wishes. I  have hired
four men by the month and have clear-
ed o f t  t h e  ehoppings,  sowed th i r t y
bushels o f  wheat, ten  o f  oats, planted
eight acres o f  corn and three o f  pota-





owns upon your terms s t a t e d .  H e
would l i k e  t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  acres o f
land above Norton's, on  the east side
of the road.

"Edmund Dudley."
"Kingfield, Oct. 18, 1832.

"Probably the c o r n  m i l l  w i l l  be
started next week. A new cleanser was
found to  be necessary, which is  being
built. M r .  Brooks i s  repair ing t h e
full ing mil l .  M r .  Blanchard w i l l  com-
mence repair ing the  c lover  m i l l  n e x t
week. I  found t h e  abutments upon
the east side gul l ied out  by  the  great
freshet and employed M r .  Judkins t o
make the repairs. T h e  young Blanch-
ards are making wal l  and have four of
the work ing  cattle, and Page has one
yoke, wh i ch  makes m y  t e a m  scant.
Another yoke is absolutely necessary.

"Edmund Dudley."
"Kingfield, Oct .  31, 1832.

"The mi l l  is i n  operation and grinds
with very  great despatch. I t  i s  pre-
sumed that  not a mi l l  w i th in  the State
of Maine can be found tha t  can com-
pete successfully w i t h  i t .  I t  g r inds
a bushel o f  old, hard  corn i n  a  l i t t l e
kiss  than five minutes. T h e  cleanser
and bo l te r  required m o r e  at tent ion
than I  expected. T h e  flour mi l l  is not
quite completed. T h e  fu l l ing  m i l l  i s
in operation.

"The work  upon the  fa rm progress-
es each day  agreeable t o  you r  direc-
tions.

"The Messrs. Blanchard are making
wall. M r .  Page upon the Butler place
Is no t  incl ined t o  d iv ide any  p a r t  o f
the crop a t  present, and evidently not
at all, excepting the hay, i f  he can pre-
vent i t .

"Edmund Dudley."
'Kingfield, February 5, 1833.

" I f  my charge fo r  labor for  the days
when I  should have been a t  res t  the
past year  i s  i l legal, and m y  services
unsatisfactory, su re ly,  I  a m  n o t  en -
titled to  reward, and cannot o f  course
make another engagement, b u t  i f  you
think I  have been fai thful ,  and m e r i t
the pay  received and due me  then  I
wi l l  engage wi th  you another year up-
on t he  fo l lowing conditions—namely:

"'Independent o f  a n y  restr ict ions
imposed by any person excepting your-
self, I  w i l l  occasionally labor,  a n d
manage your  stock and fa rm ing  i n -
terest f o r  t he  sum o f  twenty  dol lars
per month (boarding myself) f r om the
first day of Apr i l  next t i l l  the fol lowing
last day o f  November, w i t h  the pr iv i -
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lege o f  boarding the laborers whom I
employ to work w i th  me at  the rate of
one bushel o f  wheat per week, or nine
shillings in  money. Y o u r  answer so-
licited w i th in  one month.'

"Edmund Dudley."

"Kingfield, March 17, 1833.
"Dear S i r.  1  have no t  received a

reply to  my l e t t e r ,  n o r  a n y t h i n g
whatever f rom you respecting my con-
tinuance in  your  service after the last
day o f  th is month. A s  you have the
conditions s ta ted i n  w r i t i ng ,  ' twou ld
be exceedingly interesting to  me t o
know the determination to  which you
have arrived, tha t  I  may be a t  l iberty
to arrange my own affairs.

" I  completed i n  due t i m e  a l l  t h e
thrashing o f  g ra in  intended f o r  mar-
keting. T h e  oats reserved for seed in
the old barn I  delayed a  spell fo r  the
purpose o f  gett ing the new barn clear
of straw, but the work wi l l  be done this
week and the straw fed out to the cat-
tle.

"The stock is  i n  good pl ight. T h e
sheep have gained in quality since win-
ter commenced. Y o u  w i l l  have, ' t i s
probable, a  good deal o f  hay t o  sum-
mer over.

" I  did not think to make engagement
with you fo r  a l i t t le  necessary supply
of bread-stuff when you were here. I t
you can do i t  please wr i te me at once.

"Probably among the  many enquir-
ies relative to affairs here in  Kingfield
you have been informed o f  an indict-
ment issued against me by  the Grand
Jury on  complaint  o f  To m  Otis 8,t B.
Foster, f o r  defending mysel f  against
an impudent  and  v io len t  assault  b y
Otis sometime last  summer, a t  which
time an examination was had before a
Justice o f  the Peace selected by both
parties when an acquittal was ordered.

'Las t  Thursday I  attended a t  Nor-
ridgewock a session o f  the Court o f
Common Pleas and a f ter  a  l i t t le  idea
was made by  the county attorney and
reply by  the Def ' t  the case was given
to tne j u r y  who, a f te r  some t ime, re-
ported 'no t  agreed,' b u t  r e c e i v i n g
some f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e t i r e d
again, and af ter  much d i s c u s s i o n  re-
turned a  verd ic t  against t h e  D e f t ,
whom the  Judge discharged w i t h  a
fine o f  f ive dol lars only.  T h e  j u r y
were divided upon the question of  per-
sonal defence, a n d  decided t h a t  i t
would have been more proper on the
occasion for  the D e f t  to have used the
Yankee fist, o r  the Ir ish Shi l laly,  than
the di rk.  I t  was made to  appear be-



fore t h e  cour t  t ha t  Ot is  made an  as-
sault and bat tery  upon mysel f  I n  the
street while I was engaged with a small
knife i n  whi t t l ing,  i n  consequence o f
which he got in  some degree whi t t led
himself before he could be induced to
break h i s  c l inch and stand back  a
little.

"Respectfully, your  humble serv't,
"Edmund Dudley."

"To Gen. King."
I have alluded t o  Nathaniel Dudley,

Esq., who acted a s  W i l l i a m  King's
agent a t  Kingf ie ld.  H e  w e n t  f r o m
Mt. Vernon to the Plantation o f  King-
field, going f rom Raymond, N .  H . ,  t o
Mt. Vernon about the  year  1800. The
above n o t i c e d  E d m u n d  Dudley was
probably Nathaniel's son.

March 1, 1858, f r o m  Boston, Mass.,
Deane Dudley, born  i n  Kingf ield,  a
grandson of  Nathaniel, Deane residing
in Bath a t  the t ime of  Wi l l iam King's
death (1852) sent  to  the Frank l in  Pa-
triot, at Farmington, a very interesting
short art icle f o r  publication. I t  may
be seen on pages 95-98, v o l .  I ,  o f  the
Maine Historical and Genealogical Re-
corder.

"Kingfield, A p r i l  22, 1833.
"Mr.  Peabody commenced P low ing

this m o r n i n g  t h e  l a r g e  f i e l d  s o u t h e r l y
of the barn, [wh ich  shows the season
to have been very ear ly t h a t  year.]

"The cows tha t  Mr.  Dudley had last
year I  have l e t  ou t  f o r  a  year  a t  $5
each. I  have h i red  C.  B .  B u t l e r  and
Wm. K .  Dudley to  assist Mr.  Peabody
for n i n e  months  a t  $12 p e r  month ,
most o f  the wages t o  be retained b y
you on  account ( o f  land rent.)

"Mr.  Bourne wants to  work  fo r  you
at $13 per month and turn  i t i n  on his
land notes. H e  wants t o  work  on  the
'After./ at the  Mi l ls .

"Mr. Johnson  commenced o n  t h e
mill  on the Sth. I t  is now mostly fram-
ed, b u t  w i l l  n o t  be  raised at.present
for fear of  freshets.

"Samuel Usher. "
These o ld  le t ters  g i ve  a  l uc id  idea

of l i fe in  the region of Kingfield a t  the
time of  wr i t ing them, and suggest the
question: "Upon  what  d id the laborer
subsist when only  $13 per month wa6
received and the amount to  go to  pay
for land notes?" B a d  as Ireland.
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• K ing f i e ld ,  May  13, 1832.
"The saw m i l l  was raised the  30th

of las t  month, and you have the best
frame you ever had a t  this place.

" I  have h i red  M r.  A b b o t t  and M r .
Clough t o  wo rk  w i t h  Mr.  Johnson fo r
six shi l l ings p e r  day  t i l l  t h e  m i l l  i s
finished. I  cannot  h i re  good men f o r
such work  fo r  less money where they
owe you.

"We have been visited wi th a heavy
wind and many buildings are injured.
Your tan -barn  w i l l  require i n  conse-
quence a  new roof  and shingled w i t h
short shingles.

Your barns w i l l  no t  hold ha l f  your
hay th is  year  as you ha re  much l e f t
over.

"Mr. Gould has returned the second
time from Canada and has not got any
money. What  w i l l  you have done w i t h
the o x e n  a n d  c o w  h e  had o f  M r.
Thompson?

"I  have hired -Mr.  Ot is '  second son
for $10 per month and have i t  turned in
on his notes.

"Samuel Usher."
From Kingfield, June 1st., 1833, I r a

Blanchard informed " M r .  W i l l i a m
King, Esq.,"  t h a t  M r.  Gould wou ld
not g i v e  up the oxen so he has pur-
chased a  f i n e  p a i r  o f  five-year-olds,
measuring six feet and two inches, fo r
$65.

"K ing f i e l d ,  J u n e  5 ,  1833 .
" I  c a n  g e t  a  b a r n  f rame p u t  u p ,

40x60, for  $150. T h e  t imber must  be
hauled four  to f ive miles and this is  a
busy part  of  the year, hence the extra
cost. I  w i l l  p u t  i t  u p  f o r  $130 p ro -
vided I  can have your carts as I  have
none of  my own. The t imber I  should,
at t h i s  pr ice,  c u t  o n  y o u r  o w n  land
where i t  can be found. I  w i l l  tu rn  one
half on your  land bi l ls.

"The saw m i l l  w i l l  be finished t h i s
mouth, and w h a t  w i l l  you have done
with i t?

"Wi l l  you l e t  out  any o f  your wool
on shares as several persons have ap-
plied?

"Samuel Usher."
Kingfield, June 10, 1S33.

"Everything is promising. The sheep
have wintered w e l l  and  have  t h i r t y
lambs—Chipman's f l o c k  h a v e  t h i r t y
more. The  o ld house Mr.  Gower l ived
in I  have taken down to get  p lank to
plank the m i l l  f lume, f o r  the  wal ls
,ere al l  covered w i th  plank.

"Samuel Usher."



"Kingfield, Ju ly  25, 1833.
" I  forwarded your  let ter to  Stephen

Landers b u t  he does n o t  conform t o
your requirements.

"Peabody, commenced h a y i n g  l a s t
Monday in  the large field. The grass is
all that, can be  made on the  ground.
Your barns w i l l  n o t  ho ld  more  t han
half the hay and grain."

"Samuel Usher."

My supply of information relative to
the settlement o f  Kingf ie ld and  wha t
transpired there  obtainable f r o m  o l d
letters ceases a t  this date, but  we w i l l
look a t  t h e  t o w n  w i t h  Concord a n d
Lexington a d d e d  t h r o u g h  a  m a n u -
script prepared b y  Wi l l i am King,  and
is i n  h is  'own hand, bu t  w i thout  date.
I t  i s  a  so r t  o f  inventory o f  h i s  land
possessions i n  the region o f  Kingfield,
as fol lows:

"Valuation o f  land i n  Kingf ield."
"5,030 acres unimproved.
"7,574 d o  d o
" 425 d o  o w n e d  b y  t o w n .

"13,029 acres @  50 cents, $6,51.4.50
"10,385 acres, (say)  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0

$9,514.50
"Valuation of  Land i n  Concord, No. 1,

1st. Range."
"1, 819 acres of  wood Land.
" 9 11  "  u n i m p r o v e d .
"13,592 "
"  1,970 JO

"18,298 a l  50 cents, $ 9 , 1 4 9
Deduct, 1 , 0 0 0

$8.149
"Valuation of Land No. 2, 1st. Range."

" 1,053 acres unimproved.
" 5 1 5
" 1,280 S P
"20,000 7 9

•

22,848 acres @ 50 cents, $ 1 1 , 4 2 4
"Deduct, $ 2 , 0 0 0

$9.424
The t o w n  o f  Concord  was incor-

porated Jan. 25, 1821.
The town  o f  Lexington,  M a r c h  4 ,

1833, bu t  February 24, 1885, not  being
able t o  maintain a  town organization
returned to that of a plantation.

Mr. K i n g  had a lso large land .pos-
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sesions in  the town of Anson, located a
l i t t le souther ly  o f  t h e  towns I  h a v e
mentioned but. manuscript .communica-
tions from these towns are less numer-
ous than from Kingfield, bu t  are equal-
ly o r  more interesting. T h e  f i r s t  i s
dated, Anson ,  J a n ,  3 ,  1820, a n d  i s
very long, f rom which I  w i l l  present a
few extracts.

"The l a s t  t i m e  y o u  w e r e  he re  a t
Anson and Kingfield I  expected to have
seen y o u  re la t ive  t o  some deeds o f
possession &  B o n d s  I  hold as col-
lateral security f o r  debts due me and
wish your disposition, more particular-
ly n o w  tha t  there are various stories
afloat about what  you intend to  do re-
specting -ou r  claims when the t ime of
the Bonds expire, or, rather, perhaps I
should say, w h a t  w i l l  be  done. I  w i l l
plainly state t o  you, S i r,  the  interest
I have in  the persons in  Kingfield, and
wish you to  have the  goodness t o  in-
form me o f  w h a t  I  must  do, o r  how
to manage so I  m a y  receive my pay,
or be secure and your  interest not  in-
jured. I  h a v e  made  a  general  ru le ,
when parties owe me who cannot pay,
(and o n e  great reason wry they owe me
is on account o f  two cold seasons,) t o
take their  land Bonds as collateral se-
curity and sometimes quit  claim deeds, -
and unless a d isposi t ion to defraud is
manifested, I  wai t  in expectation of  re-
ceiving m y  money sometime, b u t  i n
no instance have I  enforced my claims
so as  t o  compel sett lers t o  q u i t  t h e
land.

" I  am satisfied f rom what I  know of
the qua l i t y  o f  t h e  l and  i n  Kingf ie ld
that i t  w i l l  be in t ime the f irst farming
town o f  the county and when the land
is settled around in  the adjoining wild-
erness t h a t  Kingf ie ld w i l l  be  a  place
of considerable business.

" I  hope, S i r,  you w i l l  excuse me fo r
taking so much l iberty in  writ ing.

" I  am, yours respectfully,
"James Dinsmore."

"Hon. Wm.  K ing. "
"Anson, May  18, 1823.

"1 should l ike to have you not i fy  me
when you are coming to this place, as
a number besides mysel f  wish t o  see
you u p o n  bus iness ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  C a p t .
Rowe, t h e  c o l l e c t o r  o f  C o n c o r d ,  w h o
says he  has been called upon two  o r
three t imes, and has been obliged t o
borrow $ 2 0  o n  y o u r  account, wh i le
waiting for a remittance from you.

" I  was a t  Kingf ie ld a  month since.



The people there appeared very  busy
in get t ing In  the i r  crops. M r .  Por ter
was clearing land; you r  saw m i l l  was
going; y o u r  c lo th ier  was  d igg ing u p
stumps o n  t h e  l a n d  s o u t h -
westerly o f  S t a n l e y ' s ,  a n d  t h e
worst I  h e a r d  w a s  t h a t  S t e -
phen -Wing's wi fe  has a n o t h e r  chi ld
born blind. Is there no way of  helping
these poor unfortunates? Why  not pro-
pose t o  the  State Legislature f o r  a id
as in  cases of  deaf and dumb?

"James Dinsmore."

"Anson, Oct .  23, 1824.
" I  have just returned f rom Kingfield

and M r .  Stanley wished m e  t o  w r i t e
you concerning the mi l l ,  etc.

"There is considerable smutty wheat
this season a n d  t h e  m i l l  a t  S t rong
(Hunter's) h a s  a  s m u t  c leaner  a n d
people a re  going there t o  have t h e i r
wheat ground. S tan ley  suggests t h e
propriety o f  get t ing one and  mak ing
some other alterations t o  insure your
share o f  custom, a n d  wishes y o u  t o
write h im immediately. H e  has heard
you do not  intend to  come up t i l l  the
middle o f  November, and  s o  i s  v e r y
anxious to know i f  you can oblige h im
with the money he talked about w i t h
you. H is  place is  now under mortgage
for $250 a n d  h e  owes h i s  brother 's
widow $900 f o r  wh i ch  she w i l l  t ake
$250. One hundred dol lars  addi t ional
would clear h i m  o f  debt and then he
could mortgage the whole to you."

The foregoing i s  t a k e n  f r o m  a
manuscript l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  James
Dinsmore to "Hon. Wi l l iam King."  Mr.
Dinsmore, a f t e r  w r i t i n g  a s  above ,
launches into a "history of the politics
of the county," as he terms it,but as he
do -s not use the whole of the names of
the persons t o  whom h e  alludes, t h e
confidential exposures made are not of
public in terest ,  b u t  t h e  m a n n e r  o f
conducting politics and assailing office-
holders h a s  n o t  undergone m u c h
change i n  the eighty years las t  pass-
ed. Mr.  Dinsmore closes as fol lows:

" I  do not wish to resign the regis-
ter's office unless I  am sure o f  t h e
clerk's. I f  I  was on ly  sure the  Gov-
ernor would nominate me i f  Gould is
rejected I  should feel safe in  resign-
ing. T h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n
brightens even here in  th is dark  re-
gion o f  [ J o h n  Q. ]  Adarasites and
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there are dai ly  a d d i t i o n s  t o  the
Crawford par ty.

"Yours Respectfully,
"James Dinsmore."

"Anson, Jany  23, 1828.
"Hon. Win.  K ing—

"Dear S i r :  C a p t .  R o m  ca l led  l a s t
Monday a n d  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t
Hil ton and others had commenced tak-
ing lumber  f r o m  you r  lands i n  Con-
cord b u t  he  had n o t  been u p  t o  see
what they were doing. I  considered on
the subject a  f ew  moments and then
took m y  horse  a n d  s le igh  a n d  p r o -
ceeded fo r thw i th  t o  t he  scene o f  ac-
tion where I  arr ived early on Tuesday
morning I  believe too early for  Hi l ton,
for the w e a t h e r  being extremely se-
vere, he had not  started wi th  his team
when I  passed his house. W h e n  I  ar-
rived on your t imber lands I  found the
roads excel lent  i n  every  direct ion.  I
found Ebenezer C. Fe l Ida and Corne-
lius Jackson near the l ine between lots
No. 7  and i n  the 4th Range w i th  four
oxen and  a  good l o g  o n  t h e i r  s led
which t h e y  had hauled about  twelve
rods when I  met them; they proceeded
about one hundred rods w i t h  the  log
after I passed them when they dropped
it f rom the i r  sled and l e f t  the woods
with g r e a t  has te  t a k i n g  t h e i r  o x e n
and chains w i t h  them and I  saw n o
more o f  t h e m .  I  remained  o n  t h e
grounds four  or  five hours and accord-
ing t o  m y  est imat ion saw about  one
hundred pine trees o f  the best qual i ty
w h i c h  had been r e c e n t l y  c u t  o n  lo ts  No.
7 and  good roads cleared t o  them,  I
put a  pr ivate mark  on each, although
not particularly authorized from you so
to do. I  am informed tha t  the Hi l tons
have purchased a  publ ic l o t  adjoining
yours and tha t  the lumber taken f rom
your lands i s  t o  be hauled onto  t h a t
belonging t o  t he  H i l t o n s  and there
left for the present. I  saw 30 or 40 logs
already placed the re  o n  wh i ch  w e r e
evidently taken from your lands. I  was
also informed that  a man by the name
of Longly was engaged i n  taking lum-
ber f rom your  lands northward o f  No.
8 a n d  h a u l i n g  i t  t o  t h e  Kennebec
River. T h e  H i l t o n s  f rom Anson are
again connected w i t h  Elisha—one o f
them w e n t  u p  t o  Concord w i t h  h i s
team on Saturday last.

"Yours Respectful ly
“E. Cobb."

"Lexington, June  10,  1833.
"There a r e  a  number  o f  persons

who are desirous o f  sett l ing fo r  the i r
lands b u t  I  a m  n o t  able t o  g ive o u t



numbers  f o r  w a n t  o f  a  P l a n  o f  t h e
To w n .

" I  h a v e  s o w e d  a b o u t  f i f t y  a c r e s  o f
wheat ,  a n d  w h a t  I  h a v e  s o w e d  w i t h
oats a n d  p l a n t e d  a m o u n t s  t o  a b o u t
f i f t y  a c r e s  mo re .

" I f  I  board  y o u r  men  I  sha l l  be  unde r
the necess i ty  o f  h a v i n g  f r o m  you  s o m e
suppl ies,  w h i c h  y o u  b a d  b e t t e r  s e n d
f r o m  B a t h  t o  Wa t e r v i l l e ,  a s  y o u  c a n
purchase m u c h  c h e a p e r  t h a n  I  c a n .  I
w ish  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  b a r r e l s  o f  f l ou r,
twe lve  t o  f i f t e e n  b u s h e l s  o f  c r n ,  f o u r
or f i v e  h u n d r e d  w e i g h t  o f  d r y  f i s h ,  o r
some m a c k e r e l ,  a n d  a  s m a l l  c h e s t  o f
tea.

- O u r  s t o c k  i s  d o i n g  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l .
I s i n  r a i s i n g  e leven ca lves.

" A b r a h a m  S m i t h . "
"Lex ing ton ,  J u n e  29,  1833. •

" I  w i l l  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  has
raised e i g h t  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  t o  b e  ex-
pended o n  h ighways .  Yo u r  assessment
amounts  t o  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t e e n
dol lars,  a n d  m i n e  t o  f o r t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s .

" T h e  t o w n  has accepted severa l  n e w
roads—one f r o m  C o n c o r d  t o  E m b d e n ,
one f r o m  h e r e  t o  K i n g f i e l d ,  o n e  f r o m
the n o r t h w e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o w n  t o  t h e
coun ty  road ,  a n d  o n e  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i de
of S a n d y  s t r e a m ,  a n d  y o u r  t a x  i s  d i -
vided a m o n g  t hem.

"Respecting, t h e  f a r m ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i n
general  appears  w e l l .

" I  h a v e  so ld  o n e  l o t  o f  l a n d  I n  t h e
nor theas t  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o w n  w h i c h  be-
gins a  n e w  se t t l emen t  the re .

" A b r a h a m  S m i t h . "

I h a v e  a l luded t o  a  l a n d  g r a n t  m a d e
to t h e  B a t h  A c a d e m y  a n d  p r e s e n t e d
some e x t r a c t s  f r o m  a  l e t t e r  addressed
to t h e  t rus tees  o f  t h e  schoo l  b y  A s a
Redington,  w h o  h a d  m a d e  a  r e - e x -
amina t ion  o f  t he  l o t  h a v i n g  i n  v i e w  i t s
purchase, o u t  h is  f a c t  i s  n o t  s h o w n  b y
the l e t t e r  i t s e l f .  H i s  d e n u n c i a t i o n  i s
so o u t s p o k e n  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  i m p r e s -
sions he  c la imed he  had rece ived  a t  t he
second e x a m i n a t i o n  p l a i n l y  s h o w s  a
" c a t  u n d e r  t h e  m e a l "  somewhere ,  b u t
not  v i s i b l e  w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l  s t u d y.

I t  a p p e a r s  t h e  l o t  w a s  l o c a t e d  o n
the D e a d  R i v e r ,  n o r t h e r l y  o f  W i l l i a m
K ing ' s  P l a n t a t i o n s .

Redington,  o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n  a s
Judge Recl ine-ton, a  B o w d o i n  c o l l e g e
graduate  o f  1811, a n d  LIL. D.,  w h o  d ied
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a r i c h  m a n  a t  L e w i s t o n ,  w a s  a .
schemer.  F o r  a  pe r i od  o f  t w o  years  h e
was the  p recep to r  o f  Go rham  A c a d e m y,
commenc ing  h i s  l a b o r s  t h e r e  i m m e -
d ia te ly  a f t e r  h i s  g r a d u a t i o n .  H o n .
Isaac Reed 's  f i r s t  w i f e  w a s  h i s  d a u g h -
ter.  M r .  R e e d  w a s  a  s h i p b u i l d e r  a t
Waldoboro ,  and  po l i t i c i an ,  whose  'name
was used by the Whig party in 1854 as
a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  s t a t e  gove rno r,  w h e n
the un i t ed  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  " M a i n e  L a w "
and t h e  " K n o w  N o t h i n g "  p a r t y  e lected
Hon. A n s o n  P.  M o r r i l l  and  t h u s  b r o k e ,
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a i n e ,  t h e  b a c k  b o n e
of  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  M r .  R e d i n g -
ton's s e c o n d  w i f e  w a s  t h e  w i d o w  o f
Capt. S a m u e l  L o n g f e l l o w  o f  G o r h a m ,
whose m a i d e n  n a m e  w a s  S o p h i a  S t o r -
er  o f  Saco.

A  l e t t e r  f r o m  W i l l i a m  K i n g  t h r o w s
l i g h t  u p o n  t h e  s i t ua t i on ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

" B a t h ,  M a y  9 ,  1818.
" N a t h a n i e l  D u d l e y ,  E s q . ,  K i n g f i e l d .

" S i r :  T h e  p rop r i e to r s ,  o r  r a t h e r  t h e
trustees o f  t h e  h a l f  t o w n s h i p  g r a n t e d
to t h e  B a t h  A c a d e m y,  h a v e  s o l d  - t o
Na than ie l  G i l m a n  a n d  A s a  R e d i n g t o n ,
Esqs., t h e  h a l f  o f  s a i d  t o w n s h i p .  A s
these g e n t l e m e n  a r e  d e s i r o u s  o f  m a k -
ii-eg a  r o a d  t o  t h e  l a n d ,  a n d  a s  i t  w i l l
be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  y o u r  t o w n  t o  h a v e  the
road pass  t h r o u g h  y o u r  p l ace ,  I  h o p e
you w i l l  a i d  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  i n  m a k -
ing  t h e  r o a d ,  a t  l e a s t  so  f a r  as  -to t h e
ex ten t  o f  y o u r  t o w n .  A n d  s h o u l d  y o u
aid t h e m  a  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ,  I  h a v e  n o
doub t  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o
you r  se t t l emen t .

" W i l l  y o u  h a v e  t h e  goodness  t o  ad -
vise w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s  o n  t h i s  sub jec t ,
so t h a t  s u c h  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  s h a l l  b e
g iven  t h e s e  g e n t l e m e n  a s  w i l l  i n d u c e
them t o  m a k e  t h e  r o a d  t h r o u g h  y o u r
place?

" I  w i l l  t h a n k  y o u  t o  n a m e  t o  t h e s e
gen t lemen  a  c a p a b l e  p e r s o n  t o  p i l o t
the i r  p e o p l e  i n  a  r o u t e  t h e  b e s t  a n d
mos t  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  A c a d e m y  lands.

"Respec t f u l l y  y o u r  o b ' t  se r van t ,
" W.  K i n g . "

Na than ie l  G i l m a n ' s  second w i f e  w a s  •
a n i e c e  o f  t h e  w i f e  o f  W i l l i a m  K i n g .
H e r  m a i d e n  n a m e  w a s  • M i s s
Joanna B o y d .  S h e  r e s i d e d  i n
the K i n g  f a m i l y  a t  B a t h .
Mr.  G i l m a n  w a s  a  r i c h  m a n  w h o



resided a t  Watervi l le and le f t  a  large
family. H e  was in t imate ly  connected
with the  college there.

What became o f  M r .  K ing ' s  g rea t
landed e s t a t e  f o r m s  a n  interesting
inquiry wh ich  I  cannot w i t h  da ta  a t
hand f u l l y  solve. When  evidence ap-
peared tha t  his m ind  was yielding t o
the inf luences t h a t  produce m e n t a l
dissolution in old age the management
of his affairs was placed wi th Asa Red-
ington, LL .  D., who, on the 5th day of
November, 1 8 5 1 ,  a t  Hapgood &
Brown's tavern a t  Nor th  Anson, sold
at public auction th i r ty thousand acres
of land located i n  the towns o f  King-
field, Lexington and Concord. H e  was
aided by Thomas D. Robinson, Wi l l iam
King's bank cashier, pol i t ical  l ieuten-
ant a n d  m a n y  y e a r s  conf ident ia l
friend.

When Messrs. Redington and Robin-
son made sales most  o f  the  Kingfield
farm w e n t  t o  M r .  A m o s  E .  Dolb ier,
whose wife is a grand niece of Wi l l iam
King. Upon his purchase is located the
village o f  t h e  t o w n - - t h e  v i l l age  o f
Kingfield.

For a  period o f  ha l f  a  century M r.
Dolbier has been in  trade i n  Kingfield
and Farmington and on the 6th day of
June next he and Mary Ann Porter,his
wife, w h o  i s  a  granddaughter o f  D r.
Benjamin Jones P o r t e r ,  w i l l  have
spent f ifty-eight years o f  marr ied l i f e
together!

I have stated f r o m  information de-
rived f rom printed reports t ha t  King-
field seems t o  be, as regards popula-
tion, on the decline, bu t  f rom a state-
ment just  received which I  cheerful ly
herewith present, am glad to learn the
village i s  now more prosperous t h a n
ever before, as fol lows:

"KINGFIELD,
'Frankl in  County. "

"Twenty-two m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  Fa r -
mington, at the terminus of  the Frank-
h a & Megant ic  R .  R. ,  o n  t h e  d i rec t
route t o  t he  Dead R i ve r  region, l ies
Kingfield.
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"Nestling a t  t h e  f oo t  o f  M t .  Abra-
ham (3,587 feet high), on the banks o f
the Carrabassett River,  and surround-
ed b y  l im i t l ess  f o res t s  a n d  f e r t i l e
farms, i t  affords unsurpassed facil i t ies
for lumber manufacturing.

"The new Kingf ie ld  &  Dead R i v e r
R. R. makes easy communication w i th
the famous sport ing grounds o f  Dead
River, and furnishes an out let  f o r  the
vast amount o f  whi te  birch, o f  whieh
this section surpasses that of any other
part o f  t h e  S ta te  o f  Maine,  besides
spruce and poplar i n  abundance.

"Already impor tant  industries have
been established, giving employment to
from o n e  hundred t o  th ree  hundred
men. The Jenkins &  Bogert  Manufac-
turing C o .  ( c a p i t a l  stock,  $50,000),
manufacturing wooden novelties, have
two m i l l s ,  a n  e n a m e l i n g  f a c t o r y,
blacksmith and machine shops, giv ing
employment t o  n e a r l y  o n e  hundred
persons, and w i l l  immediately build an
extension t o  t h e i r  m a i n  bu i l d ing  o f
two stories 56 feet  long, making the i r
main factory 36x1.41 feet.

"During the last two years the popu-
lation has nearly doubled, several fami-
lies having come f rom Massachusetts
to make i t  the i r  permanent home.

"There i s  a  l a r g e  ho te l ,  f o u r
churches ( t w o  bu i l t  i n  1895), a  good
high school, a  s a v i n g s  bank, located
in the recently erected bui lding of the
Alhambra Building Co., in  which is the
law office of H. S. Wing, Agency of the
Union M u t u a l  L i f e  I n s u r a n c e  Co.,
store, and K.  o f  P. hall. A  system o f
water works  i s  proposed i n  the  near
future. P u r e  wa te r  i s  abundant, a n d
the general heal th  o f  t he  community
excellent.

"One o f  the principal attractions t o
visitors is  the  old mansion o f  Ex-Gov,
King, Maine's f i r s t  Governor, erected
in 1821, and i s  now i n  a  remarkable
state o f  preservation. T h e  immediate
vic ini ty o f  Kingfield furnishes a  great
variety o f  f ish  a n d  game, be ing less
frequented by  sportsmen than the  re-
gion beyond."

"POLITE ASSEMBLYS."
How f a r  W i l l i am  K i n g  indulged i n

the pastime o f  dancing I  cannot state.,
While a member of  the Massachusetts
Great and  General  Cour t  a t  Boston,
1808, he  received an invi tat ion as fol-
lows:



• S i r .  T h e  M a n a g e r s  o f  the
Social B a l l s  R e q u e s t  W i l l i a m
King, Esq., to accept the enclosed.

- P e r  Order,
Daniel Hastings, Sec.

Concert Ha l l ,  Feb.  113.
"The enclosed" i s  i n  pr in t  on paper

Sx10 inches and reads as fol lows:

SOCIAL BALLS.

IMPRESSED w i t h  t h e  necessity o f
the observance o f  order  and proprie-
ty, i n  every polite assembly, the Man-
agers o f  the Social Balls have adopted
the fo l lowing

REGULATIONS,
To which they r e q u e s t  s t r i c t  atten-

tion, viz.
1. T i c k e t s ,  i s s u e d  to Subscribers,

are not ,  i n  any  case, t o  b e  transfer-
able;—and a  gentleman w i l l  n o t  b e
admitted be fore  f i r s t  p roduc ing  a
ticket.

2. S t rangers  may be admitted w i t h
the approbation o f  the Managers; b u t
the subscriber w h o  •  in t roduces a
stranger, m u s t  pay  t o  t h e  Secretary
five dol lars f o r  h i s  t i c k e t — a n d  i n -
dorse t he  t icket. S t r a n g e r s  must  be
introduced t o  the  Managers, i n  order
that proper attention may be paid t o
them.

3. D r a w i n g  f o r  p l a c e s  w i l l  com-
mence precisely a t  7  o 'c lock.  T h e
Lady d raw ing  No.  1 ,  F i r s t  Set ,  w i l l
call the First  Dance. T h e  Lady draw-
ing No.  2 ,  Second Set ,  w i l l  c a l l  t h e
Second Dance. T h e n  a Voluntary by
Ladies' Numbers. A f t e r  w h i c h  t h e
Drawing wi l l  recommence. T h e  Lady
drawing No. 1, Th i rd  Set, w i l l  cal l  the
First Dance;—the Lady  drawing  No .
2, Four th  Set, w i l l  ca l l  t he  Second
Dance. Vo l u n t a r i e s  b y  t h e  Lad ies '
Numbers w i l l  succeed. A  Lady  w i l l
not be entitled to her place unless she
produces her Number, i f  required by a
Manager. Should a  Number be  want-
ing, t h e  L a d y  producing t h e  n e x t
Number w i l l  be entit led t o  the  place.
Should any Lady set down before the
(lance i s  ended, s h e  w i l l  b e  consid-
ered a s  i n f r i ng ing  o n  these  regnia-
tions.

4. A  Lady having been a t  the Head
of t h e  s e t  when a  Dance has  been
called, must take her place at the bot-
tom, when the Dance is finished.

5. A  Subscriber i s  ent i t led t o  in -
troduce th ree  Ladies—and n o  more .

The Gentlemen a r e  reminded, t h a t
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they w i l l  no t  be i n  fu l l  dress w i thout
Powder and  Shoe-Buckles.

Boston, Jan. 14, 1808.

THE SCARBORO T U R N P I K E  'ROAD.

A hundred years ago  t h e  h ighway
from Dunstan t o  Port land w a s  ve ry
crooked and •was located over h i l l  and
dale w i t h  a  fe r ry  a t  Pore r iver.

February 25, 1791, Wi l l i am Vaughn
and others were constituted a corpora-
tion f u r  the purpose o f  bridging Fore
river. O n  March 4, 1800, t h e  t i m e
was extended n i n e  months  b y  t h e
General Court ,  t h e  t ime  specified f o r
completing t h e  b r i d g e  h a v i n g  e x -
pired.

True, Port land could be reached v ia
Long Creek and Stroudwater v i l lage
from Saco and  Dunstan, a n d  t h u s
avoid the ferry, bu t  the way was very
crooked w i t h  m a n y  ups  a n d  downs
with ledges and m i r e  places f o r  t h e
traveler to  encounter.

The K i n g  fami ly  took  i n  the  situa-
tion. I n  improvements t o  t h e  w a y
the fam i l y  saw a  paying investment.
A pe t i t i on  w a s  accordingly s t a r t e d ,
and June 24, 1802, a turnpike road cor-
poration was established b y  the  Gen-
eral C o u r t  w h i c h  a c t  was  added t o
and amended February 18, 1803, and
then i t  w a s  declared t h a t  " R o b e r t
Southgate, Esq.,  W i l l i a m  K i n g ,  C y -
rus King, Dr.  Benjamin J. Porter, Jos-
eph Leland, Ebeneza L ibby,  Maj .  Jos.
eph L ibby,  W i l l i a m  Thompson, Esq.,
Reuben L i b b y,  James March ,  J o h n
Watson, John M. Mi l l i ken and Samuel
Mil l iken shall  be a Corporation by the
name o f  'The F i r s t  Cumberland Turn-
pike,' f o r  t h e  purpose o f  lay ing  ou t ,
making and keeping i n  repair  a  turn-
pike road i n  Scarboro, t o  commence
at the bridge near the dwell ing house
of Nathaniel Moses, f r om thence run-
ning across the  upland and marsh i n
a southwesterly course, be tween  t h e
dwelling houses o f  Edward and Jere-
miah Mi l l iken unt i l  i t  meets the coun-
ty road near Edward Mi l l iken's dwell-



log." T h e  rates o f  to l l  t o  be as fo l -
lows: " F o r  e a c h  p h a e t o n ,  chariot
and o t h e r  f o u r  w h e e l e d  c a r r i a g e s ,
twenty cents; f o r  car t  o r  sled drawn
by two oxen or horses six cents," etc.;
etc.

Various prov is ions w e r e  m a d e  i n
the act, one of  which was tha t  a copy
of t he  expense, etc.,  o f  bu i ld ing  t h e
way should be filed w i th  the Secretary
of State. T h e  western t e rm in i  was
at t h a t  p a r t  o f  Dunstan n o w  known
as the "Four  Corners," a  term derived
from t h e  f ac t  t h a t  a t  t h a t  po in t  t he
road to Dunstan Landing and the coun-
ty road  • cross each other.  T h e  o l d
Dr. Southgate residence s tood  in  a
southeasterly d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e
"Four Corners"  i n  w h a t  i s  n o w  a n
open f ie ld ,  w h i c h  t rad i t i on  tends  t o
prove tha t  the Landing road was then
located some rods easterly o f  the pres-
ent way, which tradi t ion also tends to
show t h a t  t h e  o ld  K i n g  house stood -
upon t h e  wester ly  side o f  t h e  Land-
ing road  a n d  n o t  upon  t h e  easter ly
side as the remaining part  o f  the res-
idence is now s e e n .  S i n c e  the loca-
tion o f  t he  turnpike road, wh ich  was
a l i t t l e  over  a mi le  i n  length, located
mostly upon sa l t  marsh, the  Dr.  Rob-
ert Southgate large brick house as now
seen has been bui l t .  A  l i t t l e  easter-
ly o f  the br ick  house upon the  south-
erly side o f  the turnpike road the to l l '
house and gate were erected. •

The building of  Vaughn's bridge and
the turnpike road created a  good deal
of uneasiness among t h e  peop le  o f
Stroudwater vil lage because the enter-
prise took away the travel and chang-
ed the  cur ren t  o f  trade. A n d  t hen
there arose jealous feel ings between
the stockholders of  the bridge and the
road, and the owners of stage lines fel t
aggrieved on account of  tolls required,
($75 annual ly ) ,  a n d  permission w a s
obtained to  construct a new way f rom
a po in t  easterly o f  Scottow's H i l l  t o -
wards Stroudwater,  mak ing  Por t land
a m i l e  nearer t o  Dunstan, as  i t  was
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claimed, t h a n  v i a  t h e  t u rnp i ke  a n d
Vaughn's br idge, t h e  w a y  then  b u i l t
taking t h e  n a m e  o f  "Paine road,"
which name is st i l l  retained, Paine be-
ing interested in  stage lines and a cit i-
zen of  Portland where he was an inn-
keeper. T h i s  was i n  1815_

Stowed away f o r  protection b y  M r.
C. Thornton L ibby i n  one o f  the safe-
ty deposit vaults i n  Portland is  a bun-
dle o f  papers relat ing to the Scarboro
turnpike which I  have n o t  examined.
Mr. Noah Pil lsbury of  Dunstan retains
the las t  treasurer's book, opened Jan.
31, 1834, b y  Horat io  Southgate, Esq.,
and c losed A p r i l  1 ,  1860, w h e n  t h e
turnpike corporation went  out of  exis-
tence.

Before me are several we l l  preserv-
ed letters wr i t ten  by Dr. Robert South-
gate, t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  name a t  Dun-
stan. O n e  o f  these i s  ve ry  lengthy,
dated S e p t .  13,  1S17, add ressed  t o
Hon. AVi l l im K i n g  and relates w h o l -
ly to the turnpike and bridge, the sub-
stance of  which I  w i l l  here use:

"Mr. Maynard o f  this place informs
me that  Andrew Ritchie, Esq., has re-
quested bins to  obtain my opinion rel-
ative to  reducing the to l l  on the turn-
pike i n  order to  regain the  travel, as
such a  c o u r s e  w o u l d  b e  advan tageous
for u s  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  proprietors o f
Vaughn's bridge. I  wrote Mr.  Ritchie
I thought i t  best to take off all the to l l
from t h e  tu rnp ike  and  t h e n  f o r  t h e
bridge to pay over to the turnpike cor-
poration a respectable part  of the tolls
received a t  t he  bridge. T h e  tu rnp ike
cost abou t  h a l f  t h e  s u m  i t  t o o k  t o
build the bridge, and usually there has
been received a t  t h e  t u rnp i ke  g a t e
about a third as much as at  the bridge.
Mr. Ri tchie informed me  tha t  he had
consul ted w i t h  M r .  G r a y  [ p r o b a b l y
"B i l ly "  Gray,  a  r i ch  man o f  Salem]
and " they"  had concluded to  offer the
turnpike corporation $100 per year fo r
ten years  t o  ' l a y  open t h e  tu rnp ike
gates.' - M r .  R i tch ie  seems t o  b e  o f
the opin ion t h a t  t h e  tu rnp ike  i s  a n
incumbrance t o  the  prosperity o f  t he
bridge, bu t  such i s  not  the case."

Dr. Southgate then  enters i n t o  a n
argument to show that i t  was the open-
ning o f  the new way v ia  Stroudwater



In 1815 t h a t  had h u r t  the  bridge.
The doctor  then  .states t h a t  h e  i s

informed t h a t  t h e  col lect ion a t  t h e
bridge amount t o  $20 p e r  week, and
as an  indiv idual  he  would be  w i l l i ng
to accept $300 i n  semi-annual  p a y -
ments f r o m  t h e  br idge  f o r  a  per iod
of t e n  year's, b u t  would  n o t  a c t  t i l l
WUBain K i n g  had been heard f rom.

By a  l e t t e r  dated Aug .  1 ,  1818, i t
appears that  Messrs. Ritchie and Gray
were w i l l i n g  t o  pay  t h e  $300 year l y
to t h e  tu rnp ike  corporat ion t o  open
their gates to  the public.

January 31, 1534 t h e  7 7 t h  s i x
months' dividends of  the turnpike was
declared and  the  ownership o f  s tock
was as follows:
-Horatio Southgate, 14 shares, $70
"Gov. Wi l l iam King,  5  shares, $2,5
-Cyrus K i n g s  heirs, 7 shares, $35
"Salmon Chase's heirs, 2 shares, $10
"Benjamin Mil l iken, 2 Shares, $10
"Esther ....ancaster„ 1  share, $5
"Moses L ibby,  1  share, $5
"Moses Libby,  1 share, $5

Total number o f  shares, • 33
Some years the stock paid over $10

per share.
In 1856, o r  thereabouts, t h e  county

was petit ioned t o  make t h e  tu rnp ike
free f o r  a l l  t ime, and ove r  t he  tu rn -
pike road the  County Commissioners
laid o u t  a  county  w a y  and  awarded
$2,000 damage t o  t h e  tu rnp ike  s tock
holders.

January 1 ,  1857, t h e  cap i ta l  s tock
amounting t o  $2,046 was  div ided as
follows:
"Horatio Southgate, 15 shares, $ 9 3 0
"Cyrus King's heirs, 7 shares, $ 4 3 4
"Wil l iam Kine's heirs, 5 shares, $ 3 1 0
"Seth Is ibby,1  share, $ 6 2
"John M.  Mi l l iken, 2  shares, $ 1 2 4
"Moses Libby,  1 share, $ 6 2
"Wil l iam P i t t  Preble, Jr., 1 share, $ 6 2
"Is. D. M. Swett, 1 share, $ 6 2

Total number o f  shares, 33, $2,046.
In add i t ion  t o  w h a t  t h e  c o u n t y

paid t h e  To w n  o f  Scarboro o n  A p r i l
1, 1860, handed the stockholders $500,
when t he  f inal d is t r ibut ion o f  $614.59
was made as  fol lows:

7 4

"Horatio Southgate, 2 4  shares."
"Cyrus K ing 's  heirs, 7  shares."
"John M .  Mi l l i ken,  2  shares."

Total number o f  shares, 3 3 .
I have  stated t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing o f

the turnp ike  was a  rea l  K i n g  fami l y
affair, and  so  i t  was, as  t h e  records
show, m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a c k  remain ing
in the name a t  the t ime o f  the •final
dissolution o f  the corporation.

The tracks o f  the Port land and Sa-
co electr ic  ra i lway  a r e  now  la id  u p -
on t h e  o l d  tu rnp i ke  r o a d  bed ,  a n d
otherways the general public pass over
it. T h e  ground i s  histor ical  as i t  i s
all around. U p o n  i t  occu r red  t h e
slaughter o f  t h e  Eng l i sh  set t lers  o f
more t h a n  t w o  hundred  yea rs  a g o
by the Indians. A s  the region is  en-
tered f r o m  Por t land,  Scot tow's H i l l
forms the  norther ly  boundary l ine  o f
the horizon, towering above which ap-
pears t h e  mansion house o f  Richard
Icing, Jr. ,  w h o  was  a  brother  t o  t h e
Governor, bu t  a  few rods f rom which
Scottow and h is  associates held the i r
courts i n  Scottow's garrison house and
where Richard K ing ,  J r. ,  constructed
his vessels, t he  s tory  o f  one wr i t t en
at the time, I  propose to tel l  later.

A t  the easterly termini  o f  the turn-
pike, where the large clump of trees is
seen, a  four th  o f  a  mi le  distant, i n  a
southerly direction, t he  Vaughn man-
sion house stood which  went  to  John
Maynard, Esq., t h e  f a t h e r  t o  the
wife o f  Gen. Nea l  Dow,  a l so  t o  t h e
second w i fe  o f  Henry Smith, who was
the f a t h e r  t o  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  R e v .
Henry Boynton Smi th ,  t h e n  t o  Se th
Storer, Esq.

The Storer mi l l  has now disappeared
that stood close t o  the  highway, m i l l
dam, pond and nearly the whole of the
stream are  gone.

A SCOTTOW H I L L  VESSEL.
There is a  tradit ion a t  Dunstan that

Richard King, Jr., an elder brother t o
Wil l iam K ing ,  b u i l t  vessels o n  Scot-
tow H i l l .  Look  tha t  way a t  the  h igh



land in  passing in  an electr ic car over
the old turnpike and repeat the tradi-
tion and  t h e  enterta iner w o u l d  b e
viewed as a  romancer, bu t  the fol low-
ing, copied from a well preserved man-
uscript le t te r,  i n  a n  exce l lent  hand,
must convince t h e  doubter  o f  t h e
truthfulness of  the t radi t ion:

"Brunswick, OcCr. 7th, 1816.
"Gen. W i l l i am King,  Esq.,

"Bath.
"Sir:  I n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 1 0 ,  your

Brother Richard applied t o  me t o  a id
him who was then under e m b a r r a s s -
ments on account o f  sundry claims
against h i m  occasioned b y  t h e  bui ld-
ing a vessel and I  contracted wi th  h im
for a half  of the vessel a t  a fa i r  price,
became responsible f o r  h is  debts, r ig -
ged the  vessel, &  i n  connection w i t h
him went  t o  R h o d e  Is land &  f r o m
there to  New York,  w i t h  a  determina-
tion to sell the craft.  W e  had a  fa i r
price tendered a t  Rhode Is land &  I
urged y o u r  Brother  b y  e v e r y  i n -
fluence in  m y  power to  accept the of-.
fer a s  i t  was ra the r  more  t h a n  t h e
amount o f  t he  b i l ls ,  b u t  so sanguine
was he that  he could obta in more, he
insisted upon proceeding to New Yo r k
where h e  a lso refused ano ther  o f fe r
but no t  so favorable as t h e  former,
immediately upon which some very un-
favorable intel l igence ar r i ved  f r o m
France wh ich  sunk  t h e  va lue o f  t h e
vessel twenty-five p e r  c e n t .  W e
deemed i t  most  prudent  t o  discharge
the crew; b u t  the  vessel continued t o
depreciate f o r  several months, a n d
Winter coming upon us,  M r .  Codmau
procured a  marke t  f o r  h e r  a t  abou t
$2,300—nearly a  thousand dollars less
than w e  m i g h t  have had  f o r  h e r  a t
Rhode Island.

" I  opened a  store i n  t h e  country7-
about the  same t i m e  I  engaged w i t h
your Brother,  some ten  m i l e s  f r om
Scarboro, &  owed f o r  ha l f  t he  stock,
but be ing absent so  l o n g  t h e  young
man l e f t  i n  charge e m b e z z i ' d  t h e
goods, d ied v e r y  suddenly, a n d  t h u s
involving myself and f a m i l y  in  ruin.
Previous t o  m y  leav ing home I  sup-
plied you r  Brother  &  h i s  son w i t h
clothing f o r  the  voyage &  h i s  f am i l y
during his absence w i t h  provisions t o
the amount o f  notes as fol lows:

"One note, - $ 3 6 . 9 7
"Interest, $ 1 0 . 9 6

"One note, 2 4 . 6 1
"Interest, 6 . 6 9
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"One note,
"Interest, .82

3.50

$18.47 ' $ 6 5 . 11
"He has  un i fo rm ly  h e l d  o u t  t h e

prospect tha t  you would pay the above
named claims, observing t h a t  h is  i n -
terest i s  under  your  control.  I  a m
now extremely embar rasssed  &  so
much so  t h a t  I  b roke u p  m y  f a m i l y
last fa l l ,  Mrs.  Emerson i n  connection
with mysel f  suffering dur ing the win-
ter from solitary confinement, not com-
municating m y  distressed condition t o
my t w o  sons—Rufus &  Wi l l iam,  t h e
former hav ing  disbursed o n  m y  ac-
count more than a  thousand dollars &
Wil l iam twelve h u n d r e d .  M y  pros-
pects f o r  t h e  coming w in te r  a re  de-
plorable, b u t  I  am n o t  w i l l i ng  to  ca l l
upon m y  sons any  fur ther.

" I f  y o u  w i l l  accept  t h e  fo l l ow ing
named proposal, a l t ho '  i nvo lv ing  a n
unreasonable sacrif ice o n  m y  par t ,  i t
wi l l  resul t  i n  m y  favor  &  w i l l  be re-
ceived grateful ly as an act o f  benefi-
cence.

" I  w i l l  discount the whole amount of
interest and accept  an  order  o n  M r .
Green &  my son fo r  the amount of  the
principal. I f  th is  is  not  acceptable I  •
will take one hal f  of the principal, and
an order on your Brother for the other
half i n  produce o f  his fa rm &  chief ly
in potatoes.

" I  w i l l  thank  you fo r  an answer to-
mor row,  h o p i n g  y o u  w i l l  a c c e p t  t h e
first named proposition.

"Your Ob't Serv't,
"Jos. Emerson."

Under the  heading o f  "Trade Par t -
ners" I  noticed Joseph Emerson and
presented a  l e t t e r  o f  h i s  w r i t t e n
to Wi l l iam K ing  in 1806 relative to his
son Wi l l iam becoming a  c lerk to  Wi l -
liam King,  which he did, then a  part-
ner in  trade w i th  Peter H. Green, a t
Bath, w h e r e  t h e y  conducted a  v e r y
large mercant i le business.

Joseph Emerson seems to have been
a man  o f  culture. H i s  penmanship
was excellent, he spelled correctly, and
his grammar was o f  the  best—far i n
advance o f  some o f  the  specimens o f
college graduates. A n d  thus  i t  was-
with Wi l l iam Emerson, the son of  Jo-
seph.

A le t te r  dated a t  Dunstan, Sept. 2,


